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This manual of the accreditation standards is the result of a five-year public process to review and revise
accreditation rules, a process made possible by funding from the 1997 and 1999 Montana Legislatures.
These accreditation standards represent a systematic move toward continuous educational improvement
for K-12 education in Montana.

The Montana Board of Public Education is responsible for establishing and maintaining accreditation
standards for all public schools in Montana. The effective operation of public schools is dependent upon this
common set of expectations for what public schools should provide to local communities. The standards
help to determine eligibility for state equalization aid, guarantee students the benefit of attendance in
accredited schools, and provide a basis for transfer. In addition, the standards establish the foundation for
a basic system of quality education for all Montana children, regardless of where they live. To that end, this
accreditation manual includes standards to guide districts in such areas as: General Provisions; School
Leadership; Educational Opportunity; Academic Requirements; and School Facilities and Records. Thus
the standards provide the structure and organization to encourage a rich and positive learning environment.

The Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Board of Public Education believe that basic academic
requirements form the solid foundation for each school’s education program. Such a foundation ensures
Montana citizens that its public schools are providing all children with challenging academic expectations.
These academic expectations are defined in the K-12 content and performance standards for all subject
areas describing what all students should know, understand, and be able to do. Standards are the
framework and foundation by which district, school, and classroom curricula are developed or revised,
organized, implemented, and assessed, encouraging districts and teachers to place emphasis on critical
areas of learning.

All educators share a commitment to instructional excellence, an environment of professionalism, and high
expectations for themselves and their students. This document is the result of thoughtful and deliberative
work by Montanans to foster the tradition of excellence and equity for all children in our Montana schools.

The Montana School Accreditation Standards are published in the Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM),
Title 10, Chapters 54 and 55, in a loose-leaf notebook format, as well as on the Office of Public Instruction’s
web site at www.opi.state.mt.us. In addition to the accreditation standards, this manual contains useful
procedures and forms. New sections will be added to the manual from time to time. Changes, when made,
will be distributed to the educational community in forms compatible with the notebook and the OPI web site.
If you have any comments, suggestions or ideas on how to improve the standards or the accreditation
process, we invite you to share them with us.

Aok

Kirk Miller, Ed.D. Linda McCulloch
Chairman Superintendent of Public Instruction
Board of Public Education Office of Public Instruction
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Standards for School Accreditation as per 20-7-101 MCA: (1)
Standards of accreditation for all schools shall be adopted by the
board of public education upon the recommendations of the
superintendent of public instruction.
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STANDARDS OF ACCREDITATION

General Provisions

The state board of public education is responsible for establishing and maintaining standards for all public
schools in Montana. The standards guarantee students the benefits of attendance in accredited schools and provide
a basis for transfer. The accreditation standards are reviewed regularly and published annually.

10.55.601 ACCREDITATION STANDARDS: PROCEDURES (1) The board of public education adopts
standards of accreditation upon the recommendation of the state superintendent of public instruction.

(2) The board and the office of public instruction establish procedures and schedules for reviewing the
accreditation status of each school.

(3) To ensure continuous education improvement, the school district shall develop, implement, evaluate, and
revise a five-year comprehensive education plan.

(& This plan shall include:

(i) aschooldistrictlevel education profile as described in guidance provided periodically by the office of public
instruction;

(i) the school district's educational goals in accordance with ARM 10.55.701;

(i) a description of planned progress toward implementing all content, performance, and program area
standards, in accordance with the schedule in ARM 10.55.603;

(iv) a description of strategies for assessing student progress toward meeting all content and performance
standards, in accordance with ARM 10.55.603; and

(v) a professional development component, in accordance with ARM 10.55.714.

(b) By May 1, 2002, the district trustees shall file their adopted five-year comprehensive education plan with
the office of public instruction and make their plan available to employees and the public.

(c) The office of public instruction shall develop and implement procedures necessary to monitor and evaluate
the effectiveness of each school district’'s comprehensive education plan.

(4) To ensure continuous educational improvement and to meet the identified needs of students in every
school, every school in the district shall develop and have on file in the district office a comprehensive education plan.

(5) To ensure continuous educational improvement, the office of public instruction shall provide guidance,
resources, and evaluation to assist in the implementation of district and school plans to improve teaching and learning
for all students.

(6) Schooldistricts are required to maintain present programs that meet current standards until such standards
are superseded. The content and performance standards will supersede model learner goals according to the
following schedule:

(&) Reading — November 1998;

(b) Mathematics — November 1998;

(c) Science — October 1999;

(d) Technology — October 1999;

(e) Health enhancement — October 1999;

() Communication arts aligned to the reading content and performance standards — October 1999;

(g) World languages — October 1999;

(h) Social studies — October 2000;

(i)  Arts — October 2000;

() Library media — October 2000;

(k)  Workplace competencies — October 2000;

() Vocational/technical education — October 2001.

(7) On or before July 1, 2004, a school district shall align its curriculum to the state content and performance
standards and program area standards as adopted by the board of public education. A school district shall maintain
programs to align with the state’s schedule for revising standards.

10.55.602 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms apply:
(1) “Benchmark” means expectations for a student’'s knowledge, skills, and abilities along a developmental
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continuum in each content area. That continuum is focused at three points: the end of grade 4, the end of grade 8,
and upon graduation (grade 12).

(2) “Schooladministrator’ means a person who is a part of the school's administrative or supervisory staff and
who holds a class 3 certificate and is appropriately endorsed.

(3) “Combined school district” means an elementary district and a high school district which are combined for
district administration purposes. Most town school districts in Montana would fit this category, i.e. Helena, Hamilton,
Whitehall.

(4) “Contentstandard” meanswhat all students should know, understand and be able to do in a specific content
area, such as reading, mathematics, or social studies.

(5) “Deviation” means a citation of noncompliance with any given standard.

(6) “Independent elementary school district” means a district organized for the purpose of providing public
education for all or any combination of grades kindergarten through 8.

(7) “Performance standard” means the specific expectations for performance in each content area at each of
the three benchmarks. Performance standards explicitly define the quality of performance and describe the
performance to be demonstrated.

(8) “Program area standards” means the subject matter Montana school districts are required to offer and the
strategies and proven practices used to instruct. The program area standards include: communication arts, arts,
health enhancement, mathematics, science, social studies, vocational/technical education, technology, workplace
competencies, library media, world languages and guidance.

(9) “Assessment” means the gathering, organizing, and evaluation of information about student learning in
order to monitor and measure the effectiveness of the instructional program.

10.55.603 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND ASSESSMENT (1) Local school districts shall incorporate
all content and performance standards into their curriculum, implementing them sequentially and developmentally.
School districts shall assess the progress of all students toward achieving content and performance standards in all
program areas. Assessment of all students shall be used to examine the educational program and measure its
effectiveness based on the content and performance standards.

(&) The examination of program effectiveness using assessment results shall be supplemented with informa-
tion about graduates and other students no longer in attendance.

(b) The information obtained shall be considered in curriculum and assessment development.

(2) Forcontentand performance standards in all program areas, in accordance with ARM 10.55.602(8), school
districts shall:

(a) establish curriculum and assessment development processes as a cooperative effort of personnel certified
and endorsed in the program area and trustees, administrators, other teachers, students, specialists, parents,
community and, when appropriate, tribal representatives and state resource people;

(b) review curricula at intervals not exceeding five years and modify as needed to meet educational goals of
the five-year comprehensive education plan in accordance with ARM 10.55.601;

(c) atleast every five years, review and select materials and resources necessary for implementation of the
curriculum and assessment that are consistent with the goals of the five-year comprehensive education plan;

(d) review curricula to ensure the inclusion of the distinct and unique cultural heritage of the American Indians.

(3) Assessment plans shall be included in the comprehensive education plan.

(8 School districts shall use effective and appropriate multiple measures and methods to assess student
progress in achieving content and performance standards in all program areas.

(b) Utilizing input from representatives of accredited schools, the office of public instruction shall develop
criteria and procedures for the selection of effective and appropriate multiple measures and methods to be used to
assess student progress in reading and mathematics in grades 4, 8 and 11.

(c) The office of public instruction shall provide technical assistance to districts to meet the criteria and
procedures in (3)(b).

(d) Not later than the school year immediately following the completion of written sequential curricula aligned
with the content and performance standards in a program area in accordance with ARM 10.55.601(6), the school
district shall begin the development of a student assessment process for that program area. The assessment process
must be in place two years following the development of written curriculum.

(4) In addition to the school-by-school reporting of norm-referenced testing results in accordance with ARM
10.56.101, districts shall annually report to the office of public instruction the school level results of measures for the
standards that are not adequately assessed by the norm-referenced tests in reading and mathematics at grades 4,
8 and 11.
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(a) Utilizing input from representatives of accredited schools; the office of public instruction will identify the
additional standards in reading and mathematics that are to be assessed with other measures.

(b) The measures used to report to the office of public instruction shall be included within the district
assessment plan in accordance with ARM 10.55.601.

(c) The criteria and procedures set forth in (3)(b) shall be used by the office of public instruction in an approval
process to assure the quality of the other measures that will be used to assess and report progress in reading and
mathematics at grades 4, 8 and 11.

10.55.604 VARIANCES TO STANDARDS (1) A school district may apply to the board of public education
through the office of public instruction to implement an alternative to a standard or a section of standards, excluding
standards stating a statutory criteria, standards pertaining to teacher certification, and content and performance
standards as defined by the board of public education and provided in guidance from the office of public instruction.

(& Inits application, the school district shall provide evidence establishing that its alternative is workable and
educationally sound in comparison to the intent of the standard(s) that would be waived, and shall establish that the
goals of the alternative will meet or exceed the results under the current standard(s).

(b) In its application, the school district shall submit a statement of mission and objectives, and identify
formative and summative measures to be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the alternative.

(c) Uponappropriate application, the board of public education shall approve or deny the proposed alternative.

(d) If the board denies the proposed alternative, it shall state in writing why it has done so.

(e) If the board approves the proposed alternative, its initial approval shall be for two years.

(H During the second year of the initial approval, the board of public education, through the office of public
instruction, shall direct an on-site evaluation of the alternative.

(g) If the board finds the alternative is workable and educationally sound in comparison to how the waived
standard(s) previously worked in the district, the board shall renew the alternative for five years.

(h) Subject to on-site evaluations every five years, the board may continue to renew the alternative.

(i) A school district may discontinue an approved alternative at any time. If it does so, it shall promptly notify
the board of public education in writing.

(2) Aschool district may apply to the board of public education through the office of public instruction to create
a charter school.

(&) A charter school must provide an education that meets or exceeds the requirements of the Montana
Constitution, state law, and school accreditation standards.

(b) The board of public education may only grant charters to publicly funded schools or programs under the
supervision and control of a locally elected board of trustees in an existing school district.

(c) The procedure by which a school district may apply to create a charter school and by which the board of
public education may approve, deny, evaluate, and renew a charter school shall be identical to that outlined in ARM
10.55.604.

(d) To be proposed by a school district and approved by the board of public education, a charter school shall,
at a minimum, guarantee the following:

(i) school district governance and control;

(i)  unrestricted, open student access;

(i) compliance with all health and safety laws;

(iv) teacher certification and endorsement to the same extent as required or provided by state law or
accreditation standards;

(v) employee collective bargaining to the same extent as required or provided by state law; and

(vi) a plan for consideration of input by community members and staff as to formation and implementation
issues. Consideration of input may be identified by formation of advisory committees involving staff and/or community
members, conduct of a properly noticed public meeting for purposes of comment on the formation or operation of the
charter school, or any other reasonable means that result in an opportunity for input by staff and community members
prior to a decision of significant interest to the public regarding the formation or operation of the charter school.

(e) Aschooldistrictmay discontinue an approved charter school atany time. Ifitdoes so, it shall promptly notify
the board of public education in writing.

10.55.605 CATEGORIES OF ACCREDITATION (1) Regular accreditation means the school has:
(a) its program aligned to the content and performance standards and program area standards;
(b) certified staff that is appropriately assigned, and fully utilized;

(c) school programs and resources that are adequate;
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(d) facilities that meet appropriate standards; and

(e) school trustees, staff, parents, and community that work together to provide a quality education.

(2) When the school meets the regular accreditation standards with minor deviations, these deviations are
noted on the annual accreditation status letter as minor citations when considering the school program in its entirety.

(3) Accreditation with advice means the school exhibits serious and/or numerous deviations from the
standards. The school must submit an improvement plan developed by trustees, administrators, teachers, parents,
and the community, to the office of public instruction.

(4) Deficiency accreditation with assistance means that the school has been on advice status for at least two
years and continues to have serious and/or numerous deviations, or has substantially increased the seriousness of
deviations over the previous year.

(&) A school will be accredited with deficiency if:

(i) the school employs as a teacher an individual who does not have a Montana teaching certificate;

(i) the school has a facility that creates an unhealthy environment with safety and health hazards; or

(iii) the school provides an inadequate learning environment.

(b) The school administrator and the chair of the board of trustees will submit and/or come before the board
of public education with an improvement plan and a systematic procedure for correcting the deviations noted. The
office of public instruction will facilitate assistance to enable the school to accomplish the goals of the improvement
plan and to correct the deviations.

(5) Nonaccredited status means that a school on deficiency status fails to document that it has met its
improvement plan.

(6) A school seeking initial accreditation or reinstatement of accreditation shall meet the requirements of
regular accreditation outlined in (1). This process shall include an on-site review from the office of public instruction.

10.55.606 PERFORMANCE-BASED ACCREDITATION

(1) Performance-based accreditation gives a school district the option of obtaining, for one or more of its
schools, accreditation through a process that involves self-evaluation, peer-review and on-site visitations. This
method allows a school to meet accreditation standards by showing through its students’ work that it provides a quality
education. The school improvement plan serves as a basis for assessment of school effectiveness and an impetus
for mobilizing improvement efforts.

(2) After engaging in a sustained school improvement effort, a school district, on behalf of one or more of its
schools, may apply to the superintendent of public instruction for performance-based accreditation. The board of
public education makes the final decision on whether a school is accredited through the performance-based
accreditation process. The school improvement process shall incorporate the following six steps or their equivalent:

(&) development of a student/community profile;

(b) development of a school mission and goals that reflect a locally derived philosophy of education;

(c) identification of desired learner results based on the content and performance standards;

(d) analysis of instructional and organizational effectiveness;

(e) development and implementation of a school improvement plan; and

()  monitoring through self-assessment and visits by peers or teams.

(3) To be granted performance-based accreditation, a school must:

(&) engage in a continuous schoolwide improvement process;

(b) host at least two visitations, chaired by a person trained or experienced in the process to seek feedback
and validate the school improvement process;

(c) notify the superintendent of public instruction of the visitation dates and team members. A member of the
staff of the office of public instruction shall be invited to be a member of the visitation team;

(d) submit reports of the visitation to the superintendent of public instruction; and

(e) apply to the superintendent of public instruction for performance-based accreditation by providing
documentation of school improvement, including, but not limited to:

(i) visitation reports;

(i) aschool improvement plan;

(iii) evidence of attainment or significant progress toward attainment of the school improvement plan goals; and

(iv) arecommendation from the visitation team that the board of public education grant performance-based
accreditation.

(4) After a review in which the school demonstrates successful attainment or significant progress toward
achieving the desired learner results, the school may be granted performance-based accreditation for up to six years.
The school is subject to peer or team reviews at least every three years. The review shall establish that:
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(8) the integrity of the school improvement process is maintained;

(b) the school is making informed, data-driven decisions;

(c) the process is school-based;

(d) all steps of the school improvement process are connected and inform one another;

(e) committees work collaboratively within and among one another;

(H  the school implements each step appropriately; and

(g) studentlearningis central to the entire process, with improvement demonstrated in desired learner results,
based on content and performance standards.

(5) A school district, on behalf of one or more of its accredited schools electing this process, may petition the
superintendent of public instruction to recommend that the board of public education waive existing standards that
interfere with the school improvement plan, excluding standards stating a statutory requirement, standards pertaining
to teacher certification and content and performance standards as defined by the board of public education.

School Leadership

10.55.701 BOARD OF TRUSTEES Public education in Montana is accomplished by the formation of school
districts governed by boards of trustees, who make policy, establish elections, propose levies, and approve
expenditures, and who serve at the will of the electorate according to the Montana Constitution, the laws of Montana,
and the Administrative Rules of Montana of the board of public education and other pertinent state agencies. (1) The
board of trustees shall ensure that the school district complies with all local, state, and federal laws and regulations.

(2) The board of trustees shall provide in each school building at least one copy of the accreditation standards
for staff and public review.

(3) Each school district shall have in writing and available to the staff and public:

(&) a comprehensive philosophy of education;

(b) goals that reflect the district’s philosophy of education;

(c) sequential curricula for each program area that aligns to the content and performance standards and the
district's educational goals;

(d) policies establishing student assessment procedures that ensure evaluation of the school’s curricula and
student learning. These procedures shall specify how and when data are to be collected, analyzed, and reported;

(e) policies that delineate the responsibilities of the board, superintendent, and personnel employed by the
school district. The trustees shall review these policies on a regular basis and make them available to employees and
the public;

() a policy on student, parent, and school employee due process rights;

(@) an equity policy;

(h) atransfer policy for determining the appropriate placement of incoming students;

(i) an academic freedom policy;

() a materials selection policy, including a challenge procedure, for all curricular and support materials;

(k) a copyright policy;

() apolicy that defines the use of school facilities and resources;

(m) a parent involvement policy that encourages:

(i) regular, two-way and meaningful communication between home and school;

(i)  promotion and support of parenting skills;

(iii) that parents play an integral role in assisting student learning;

(iv) that parents are welcome in the school, and that their support and assistance are sought;

(v) parents as full partners in the decisions that affect children and families; and

(vi) community resources be used to strengthen schools, families, and student learning; and

(n) apolicy that incorporates the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians and that is aligned
with district educational goals.

(4) Theboard of trustees shall have valid, written contracts with all regularly employed certified administrative,
supervisory, and teaching personnel.

(5) The board of trustees shall have written policies and procedures for regular and periodic evaluation of all
regularly employed certified administrative, supervisory, and teaching personnel. The individual evaluated shall have
a written copy of the evaluation, the opportunity to respond in writing to the evaluation, and access to his/her files.
Personnel files shall be confidential.

(6) The board of trustees shall establish conditions that contribute to a positive school climate and morale by
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encouraging cooperative and harmonious relationships among the staff members, students, parents, and community.
(7) To enhance a positive learning environment, the board of trustees shall:
(a) establish a system to keep parents/guardians up to date on students’ progress;
(b) use technology and equipment to facilitate management and instruction.
(8) To ensure continuous education improvement, the district shall engage in a continuous school improve-
ment process.

10.55.702 CERTIFICATION OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
(1) Thedistrictsuperintendent shall be certified in accordance with state statutes and board of public education
rules.

10.55.703 CERTIFICATION AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR: PRINCIPAL (1) The school
administrator shall:

(a) be certified in accordance with state statutes and board of public education rules;

(b) beconsidered appropriately assigned if he/she is enrolled in a board of public education approved principal
internship program;

(c) have a certificate endorsed at the level assigned as an administrator, except where one individual serves
as the single administrator for the entire district under ARM 10.55.705(1)(a) or (b), where the superintendent may hold
either a high school or elementary administrative endorsement. No individual may be assigned a total of more than
100 percent full-time equivalent (FTE);

(d) consider ways to:

(i) provide instructional leadership;

(i) exercise vision in defining and accomplishing the school’s mission;

(i) encourage teachers to have high expectations for student achievement;

(iv) stress the importance of parents’ and students’ roles in academic success;

(e) involve staff and others in decision making and in setting, accomplishing, and assessing educational goals;

(f)  carry out the district’s policies and procedures;

(g) beresponsible for the effective day-to-day operation of the school, including the management of finances,
materials, and human resources.

10.55.704 ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL: ASSIGNMENT OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS (1) A
district superintendent for acombined elementary-high school district or a county high school district or an independent
elementary school district shall be assigned as follows:

(& A full or part-time district superintendent and a full or half-time school administrator as defined in ARM
10.55.705(1)(a) or (b) shall be employed for an independent elementary district with fewer than 18 full-time equivalent
(FTE) certified staff or the district shall utilize the services of the county superintendent to fulfill the duties of the district
superintendent. One administrator may serve as both superintendent and part-time school administrator as defined
in ARM 10.55.705(1)(a) or (b). A superintendent serving under this subsection shall devote full time to administration
and supervision not to exceed a total assignment of 100 percent FTE;

(b) A full or part-time district superintendent and a full or half-time school administrator shall be employed for
a combined elementary-high school district or a county high school district with fewer than 30 FTE certified staff. A
full or part-time district superintendent and a full or half- time school administrator shall be employed for an independent
elementary district with more than 18 but fewer than 30 FTE certified staff. One administrator may serve as both
superintendent and part-time school administrator as defined in ARM 10.55.705(1)(a) or (b). A superintendent serving
under this subsection shall devote full time to administration and supervision not to exceed a total assignment of 100
percent FTE;

(c) Afull-time (1 FTE) district superintendent shall be employed for any district with 30 or more FTE certified
staff, or 551 or more students.

(2) Acombined elementary-high school district, or a county high school district, or an independent elementary
school district with 100 or more FTE certified staff shall employ a full-time curriculum coordinator to supervise the
educational program and alignment of standards, assessment, curriculum, instruction, and instructional materials.
The curriculum coordinator shall hold a class 3 administrative certificate. Those districts with less than 100 FTE
certified staff and no full-time curriculum coordinator shall employ the services of a regional curriculum consortium or
a part-time, designated curriculum coordinator.
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10.55.705 ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL: ASSIGNMENT OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS (1) School
districts shall employ appropriately endorsed school administrators as follows:

(a) A district superintendent or supervising teacher and county superintendent for schools with fewer than 9
full-time equivalent (FTE) certified staff;

(b) .5 FTE for schools with 9-17 FTE certified staff;

(c) 1FTE for schools with 18-29 FTE certified staff or 250-550 students;

(d) 2 FTE for schools with 551-1050 students;

(e) 3 FTE for schools with 1051-1550 students;

() 4 FTE for schools with 1551-2050 students; and

(@) 5 FTE for schools with 2051 or more students.

(2) Inschools with more than one school administrator, the first administrator shall be appropriately endorsed
as principal. The additional administrators shall have administrative endorsement(s) at the appropriate level(s) and
in the area(s) that accurately reflect their supervisory responsibilities. For example, a school may assign properly
certified and endorsed curriculum coordinators to supervise the appropriate instructional programs.

(3) Inschools with at least three FTE school administrators who are administratively endorsed, release time
of department coordinators or chairpersons may be counted toward additional school administration. Department
coordinators or chairpersons counted toward school administration may observe and supervise but shall not formally
evaluate classroom instruction.

10.55.706 TEACHER INVOLVEMENT (1) Teachers shall be involved in curriculum development and student
assessments and in the promotion of a school climate that enhances student learning, achievement, and well-being.

10.55.707 TEACHER AND SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION

(1) Teachers shall hold Montana teaching certificates.

(2) Anemergency authorization of employment is not a valid certificate; it is granted to a district which, under
emergency conditions, cannot secure the services of a certified teacher.

(3) All school psychologists must be certified with a class 6 specialist certificate.

(4) Certified teachers and guidance counselors who are enrolled in board of public education approved
internship programs shall be considered appropriately assigned when teaching or serving as a guidance counselor
in the internship area.

(5) Allpersonnelwhose qualifications are not outlined in the certification standards must have a license issued
by the appropriate state or federal licensing agent or national registry if required by the existing rules and regulations.

10.55.708 TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS (1) Teachers shall be assigned at the levels and in the subjects for
which their certificates are endorsed. Exceptions are:

(8 individuals serving in internship positions approved by the board of public education;

(b) teachers assigned in grade 5 or 6 in the departmentalized classroom or middle school, who hold a 5-12
secondary certificate, must be endorsed in the subjects they are teaching. A 5-12 certificate will not cover a grade
5 or 6 assignment in a self-contained classroom;

(c) clarifications of teaching assignments in grades 5 through 12 departmentalized settings are published in
Appendix A of the “Montana School Accreditation Standards and Procedures Manual” adopted November 2000.

(2) Certification at the elementary level entitles the holder to teach in grades K through 8.

(3) Noteachershall have more than 28 hours of assigned student responsibility per week except for one-, two-
, and three-teacher schools.

10.55.709 LIBRARY MEDIA SERVICES, K-12 (1) The library shall be housed in a central location, and each
school shall have a full-time or part-time certified school library media specialist with a K-12 library media endorsement
at the following ratio:

(&) .5 FTE for schools with 126-250 students;

(b) 1 FTE for schools with 251-500 students;

(c) 1.5 FTE for schools with 501-1000 students;

(d) 2 FTE for schools with 1001-1500 students;

(e) 2.5 FTE for schools with 1501-2000 students;

(H 3 FTE for schools with 2001 or more students.

(2) Schools or districts of fewer than 125 students shall employ or contract with a certified, endorsed school
library media specialist, or seek alternative ways to provide library media services, using certified personnel. For
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example, they may contract for services or receive services from a regional, certified library media specialist provided
through joint efforts of adjacent districts and/or counties.

(&) Alternative services shall include:

(i) instruction in library media skills;

(i) administration of a library media program that meets the district’s instructional goals;

(iii) collection, development and management;

(iv) reader assistance;

(v) library media collection management; and

(vi) inservice in the use of new resources and equipment.

10.55.710 ASSIGNMENT OF GUIDANCE STAFF (1) Aminimum equivalent of one full-time counselor for each
400 elementary (K-8) students shall be provided. The counselor/student ratio shall be prorated.

(2) A minimum equivalent of one full-time counselor for each 400 high school students (including grades 7 and
8 if high school funding is received) shall be provided. The counselor/student ratio shall be prorated.

(3) Schools and/or districts with fewer than 125 students shall employ or contract with a certified, endorsed
school guidance specialist, or they shall seek alternative ways to provide guidance services and meet the required
guidance program goals, using certified personnel. For example, they may contract for services or receive services
from a regional, certified guidance specialist provided through joint efforts of adjacent districts and/or counties.

(&) Whenaschooldistrictuses alternatives to meet this standard, it shall submit a description of the alternatives
to the office of public instruction and seek approval from the board of public education.

10.55.711 GENERAL: CLASS SIZE AND TEACHER LOAD (1) These standards do not require a minimum
class size at any grade level or for any subject offered. One pupil may be considered a class.

10.55.712 CLASS SIZE: ELEMENTARY (1) In single grade rooms, the maximum class size shall be:

(& no more than 20 students in kindergarten and grades 1 and 2;

(b) no more than 28 students in grades 3 and 4;

(c) no more than 30 students in grades 5 through 8.

(2) In multigrade classrooms, the maximum class size shall be:

(& no more than 20 students in grades K, 1, 2, and 3;

(b) no more than 24 students in grades 4, 5, and 6;

(c) no more than 26 students in grades 7 and 8.

(3) Multigrade classrooms that cross grade level boundaries (e.g., 3-4, 6-7) shall use the maximum of the lower
grade.

(4) In one-teacher schools, the maximum class size shall be 18 students.

(5) Instructional aides are mandatory when class size or teacher load exceed the standards. An instructional
aide shall be assigned a minimum of 1 1/2 hours per day, per student overload up to six hours.

(6) An overload of five students per classroom is considered excessive.

10.55.713 TEACHER LOAD AND CLASS SIZE: HIGH SCHOOL, JUNIOR HIGH, MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND
GRADES 7 AND 8 BUDGETED AT HIGH SCHOOL RATES (1) In addition to the school administrator, the school
shall employ a sufficient number of certified FTESs to allow for varying instructional patterns including, but not limited
to teaming, core curriculum and departmentalization. Each program offered shall have properly endorsed FTE(S).

(2) Individual class size shall not exceed 30 students.

(a) Class size limits do not apply to instrumental music or choral groups.

(b) Laboratory/studio class size shall be limited for safety purposes. The number of students shall be
determined through consultation with the teacher, considering the number, size and use of laboratory stations.

(3) The number of students assigned a teacher per day shall not exceed 150.

(a) Study hall, regardless of size, shall be counted at 15 students.

(b) Student limits do not apply to instrumental music or choral groups.

(c) Library, guidance, and study hall duties are assigned student responsibilities. However, in cases where
a teacher is assigned full time in these areas, the assignment may be for the entire day.

(4) Teachers with a significant writing program, as determined by the local board of trustees, shall have a
maximum load of 100 students.
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10.55.714 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (1) By definition, professional development:

(a) focusesonteachersas centralto studentlearning, yetincludes all other members of the school community;

(b) focuses on individual, collegial, and organizational improvement;

(c) respects and nurtures the intellectual and leadership capacity of teachers, principals, and others in the
school community;

(d) reflects proven research and practice in teaching, learning, and leadership;

(e) enables teachers to develop further experience in subject content, teaching strategies, uses of technolo-
gies, and other essential elements in teaching to high standards;

() promotes continuous inquiry and improvement embedded in the daily life of schools;

(g) isongoing and sustained,;

(h) is planned collaboratively by those who will participate in and facilitate that development;

(i) requires substantial time and other resources;

()) is driven by a coherent long-term plan; and

(k) is evaluated ultimately on the basis of its impact on teacher effectiveness and student learning, and this
assessment guides subsequent professional development efforts.

(2) Teachers and specialists shall annually complete a minimum of three pupil instruction related (PIR) days
dedicated exclusively to professional development.

(&) A professional development PIR day shall constitute six hours of contact time.

(b) A school district may divide a professional development PIR day into no fewer than two-hour blocks of
contact time.

(c) A professional development block may be held on the same day as a pupil instruction day, but a school
district shall not schedule a professional development PIR day to convene simultaneously with a pupil instruction day.

(3) Schooldistricttrustees shall establish an advisory committee to evaluate the school district’s current school
year professional development plan and develop and recommend a plan for the subsequent school year.

(&) The advisory committee shall include, but not be limited to, trustees, administrators, and teachers. A
majority of the committee shall be teachers.

(b) Each school year, school district trustees shall adopt a professional development plan for the subsequent
school year based on the recommendation of the advisory committee.

(c) The plan recommended by the advisory committee and adopted by the school district trustees shall outline
how, when, and from whom teachers and specialists shall meet their professional development PIR day expectations.

(d) Although the advisory committee’s recommendation is advisory, the plan adopted by the school district
trustees must include two professional development PIR days in October during which schools must close in order
to permit teachers and specialists to attend the annual professional development meetings of state professional
associations.

(e) The adopted plan may include alternatives but shall not interfere with or prohibit teacher and specialist
attendance at the annual October professional development meetings of state professional associations.

() Teachers and specialists who do not attend the annual professional development October meetings of
state professional associations or school district plan approved alternative professional development PIR days shall
not be paid for the days they are absent.

(g) Teachers, specialists, administrators, and school districts shall not substitute for professional development
PIR day purposes professional development opportunities not specifically outlined in the school district’'s adopted
professional development plan.

(h) School district trustees shall file their adopted professional development plan with the office of public
instruction and make their plan available to employees and the public.

10.55.715 INSTRUCTIONAL AIDES: QUALIFICATIONS AND SUPERVISION (1) Instructional aides need
not be certified; however, the following supervision is required:

(&) Instructional aides assigned due to classroom size or diversity shall be under the direct supervision of a
certified teacher. This means that the aide shall be supervised by a certified teacher who is responsible for instruction
and assessment of students. The supervising teacher shall be available while the aide is fulfilling his/her
responsibilities and shall not be simultaneously assigned to another teaching duty or preparation time.

(b) Instructional aides assigned to assist students with special education needs shall be under the supervision
of the teacher or other professional designated as primarily responsible for instructional planning for the student. The
designated professional has the responsibility to provide regularly scheduled communication and direction to the
instructional aide and not to delegate any activity to the instructional aide that requires professional skill, knowledge
and judgment.
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(c) Instructional aides assigned to assist students in gaining specialized knowledge not generally available
froma properly endorsed teacher shall be supervised by ateacher certified atthe properlevel. The supervising teacher
isresponsible forinstruction and assessment of students and shall not be simultaneously assigned to another teaching
duty or preparation time.

Educational Opportunity

The Montana public school is a positive partnership of school trustees, staff, students, parents, and the
community. Its central purpose is the intellectual development of its students.

10.55.801 SCHOOL CLIMATE (1) The board of trustees shall:

(&) encourage cooperative and harmonious relationships among staff, students, parents, trustees, and
community;

(b) determine whether or not its staff turnover is excessive and, if it is, the reasons why;

(c) create teaching and learning conditions that meet the district’s educational goals and attract and maintain
a quality staff;

(d) develop policies, procedures, and rules that respect the rights of all learners and promote an awareness
of and concern for the well-being of others;

(e) offerprogramsand services which, in contentand presentation, endeavor to be free of stereotyping in terms
of age, sex, religion, race, national origin, or handicapping condition;

(H provide programs and services that meet the needs of students which the school has identified as at-risk;

(g) inform students of the school’s expectations and of students’ rights and responsibilities;

(h) encourage students to take responsibility for their education, including preparing for and participating in
class and school activities, taking full advantage of learning services provided, helping design their educational goals,
and conducting themselves respectfully and appropriately;

(i) encourage the active involvement of parents in their children’s education and in their school;

() provide opportunities for parents, educators, and members of the community to take active roles in
developing and reviewing educational goals.

10.55.802 OPPORTUNITY AND EDUCATIONAL EQUITY (1) Itis the purpose of the accreditation standards
to guarantee equality of educational opportunity to each person regardless of sex, race, marital status, national origin,
or physical or mental disability. This includes programs, facilities, textbooks, curriculum, counseling, library services,
and extracurricular activities.

10.55.803 LEARNER ACCESS (1) Equal opportunity to learn is a primary consideration of all program areas,
at all levels. In order to integrate this concept throughout the education program, the board of trustees shall develop
and implement processes for assessing the educational needs of its students.

(2) In developing curricula in all program areas, the board of trustees shall:

(&) provide learning experiences matched to students’ interests, readiness, and learning style;

(b) take into account individual and cultural diversity and differences among learners. Cultural and language
differences should be viewed as valuable and enriching resources and should take into account the unique needs of
American Indian students and other minority groups;

(c) develop an understanding of the values and contributions of Montana’s American Indians for all students;

(d) provide learning resources that are culturally relevant, inclusive, and current;

(e) provide opportunities for individual self-direction and decision making;

() provide equal access to learning resources, including technology;

(g) provide instructional materials which are sequential and compatible with previous and future offerings;

(h) provide books and materials that reflect authentic historical and contemporary portrayals of American
Indians; and

(i) identify, using the school’s own criteria, students who may be at risk or in need of special services.

10.55.804 GIFTED AND TALENTED (1) Schools shall provide educational services to gifted and talented
students that are commensurate to their needs, and foster a positive self-image.

(2) Each school shall comply with all federal and state laws and regulations addressing gifted education.

(3) Eachschool shall provide structured support and assistance to teachers in identifying and meeting diverse
student needs, and shall provide a framework for considering a full range of alternatives for addressing student needs.
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10.55.805 SPECIAL EDUCATION (1) Each school shall comply with all federal and state laws and regulations
addressing special education.

(2) Each school shall provide structured support and assistance to regular education teachers in identifying
and meeting diverse student needs, and shall provide a framework for considering a full range of alternatives for
addressing student needs.

(3) Students with disabilities shall be given opportunities to become confident, dignified, and self-sufficient
members of society.

(4) A student who has successfully completed the goals identified on an individualized education program for
high school completion shall be awarded a diploma.

Academic Requirements

Basic academic requirements form a solid foundation for each school’s education program. Schools shall meet
or exceed these requirements through carefully developed curricula and supportive resources.

10.55.901 BASICEDUCATION PROGRAM: ELEMENTARY (1) Anelementary school shall have an education
program aligned to the program area standards that enables students to meet the content and performance standards.

10.55.902 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: MIDDLE GRADES (1) A school with middle grades must have
an education program aligned to the program area standards that enables all students to meet the content and
performance standards.

(2) In order to receive funding at the high school rate for grades 7 and 8, the program must follow either the
middle school philosophy and components described in (3) or the departmentalized philosophy and components
(often seen in junior high settings) described in (4).

(3) An officially recognized middle school must be approved by the board of public education upon
recommendation of the superintendent of public instruction.

(&) A middle school specifically addresses the unique nature of middle-grade children by focusing on their
intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development. To put such philosophy into practice, a middle school must
have flexibility to:

(i) approach instruction, scheduling, and teaching in a variety of ways;

(i) undertake interdisciplinary work; and

(iii) plan blocks of coursework deriving from the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical needs of middle
school students.

(b) Critical and creative thinking, career awareness, lifelong learning, and safety must be incorporated in the
school program.

(c) Ata minimum, the following program areas shall be required of all students yearly:

() communication arts including, but not limited to literature, reading, writing, speaking and listening, media
literacy;

(i) mathematics including, but not limited to written and mental computation and problem solving;

(i) physical and life sciences;

(iv) social studies; and

(v) health enhancement.

(d) Ataminimum, the middle school curriculum shall maintain in balance the following required program areas:

(i) visual arts including, but not limited to art history, art criticism, aesthetic perception, and production;

(i)  music including, but not limited to general, instrumental, and vocal (emphasizing comprehensive music
elements, music history, criticism, aesthetic perception, and musical production);

(iii) vocational technical education such as agriculture, business education, family and consumer sciences,
industrial arts, and marketing; and

(iv) world languages.

(e) Exploratory courses such as creative writing, dance, drama, photography, and leadership shall be offered
as electives to all students.

(4) A junior high or 7-8 school for middle grades must offer an educational program, aligned to the program
area standards, that enables all students to meet the content and performance standards. The educational program
shall be designed to familiarize students with the high school setting and provide content-specific instruction.

(a) All students shall complete the following program areas each yeatr:
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(i) communication arts—1 unit;

(i) social studies—1 unit;

(i)  mathematics—1 unit;

(iv) science—1 unit; and

(v) health enhancement—1/2 unit.

(b) All students must be allowed to elect from the following program area offerings:

(i) visual arts—1/2 unit;

(i)  music—1/2 unit;

(iii) vocational technical education—1/2 unit; and

(iv) world languages—1/2 unit.

(c) Aunitis defined as the equivalent of at least 225 minutes per week for one school year.

(d) Time to pass between classes may be counted toward the standard school day but shall not be counted
toward class time.

10.55.903 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: JUNIOR HIGH AND GRADES 7 AND 8 BUDGETED AT HIGH
SCHOOL RATES (IS HEREBY REPEALED Eff. 12/8/00.)

10.55.904 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM OFFERINGS: HIGH SCHOOL

(1) The basic education program, aligned to the program area standards, for grades 9 through 12 shall be at
least 20 units of coursework that enable all students to meet the content and performance standards.

(2) Minimum offerings shall include at least the following:

(& 4 units of English language arts;

(b) 3 units of mathematics;

(c) 3 units of science;

(d) 3 units of social studies;

(e) 2 units of vocational/technical education;

() 2 units of arts;

() 1 unitof health enhancement;

(h) 2 units of world languages; and

(i) 2 units of electives.

10.55.905 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (1) As aminimum, a school district's requirements for graduation
shall include a total of 20 units of study that enable all students to meet the content and performance standards.

(2) Inorderto meetthe content and performance standards, the following 13 units shall be part of the 20 units
required for all students to graduate:

(& 4 units of English language arts;

(b) 2 units of mathematics;

(c) 2 units of social studies;

(d) 2 units of science;

(e) 1 unit of health enhancement, with 1/2 unit each year for two years;

(H 1 unit of arts;

() 1 unit of vocational/technical education.

(3) Units of credit earned in any Montana high school accredited by the board of public education shall be
accepted by all Montana high schools.

(4) Inaccordance with the policies of the local board of trustees, students may be graduated from high school
with less than four years enroliment.

10.55.906 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT (1) Ahigh school shall require a minimum of 20 units of credit for graduation,
including ninth grade units. A unit of credit shall be given for satisfactory completion of a full-unit course.

(& A unit of credit is defined as the equivalent of at least 225 minutes per week for one year.

(b) Passage of time between classes may be counted toward the standard school day but shall not be counted
toward class time.

(2) A studentwho is unable to attend class for the required amount of time may be given fractional credit for
partial completion of a course, with the local administrator’'s permission.

(3) Each governing authority may waive specific course requirements based on individual student needs and
performance levels. Waiver requests shall also be considered with respect to age, maturity, interest, and aspirations
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of the students and shall be in consultation with the parents or guardians.

(4) With the permission of the school district trustees, a student may be given credit for a course satisfactorily
completed in a period of time shorter or longer than normally required and, provided that the course meets the district's
curriculum and assessment requirements, which are aligned with the content and performance standards stated in
the education program. Examples of possible acceptable course work include correspondence and extension
courses, distance learning courses, adult education, summer school, work study, specially designed courses and
challenges to current courses. Any acceptable program must be consistent with local board policy.

(& AnyMontana high school shall accept such units of credit taken with the approval of the accredited Montana
high school in which the student was then enrolled and which appear on the student’s official transcript.

10.55.907 DISTANCE LEARNING (1) Distance learning means technology-assisted individual and classroom
instruction that connects students and teachers who are physically removed from each other.

(2) This rule applies to instruction that is counted for credit toward promotion and/or graduation.

(3) School districts may receive and/or provide distance learning.

(4) Receiving school districts may use distance learning to supplement instruction or as primary instruction.

(&) School districts receiving distance learning to supplement classroom instruction may utilize distance
learning as they would other supplementary classroom resources without restriction.

(b) School districts receiving distance learning as the primary source of classroom instruction shall annually
demonstrate in the fall report to the office of public instruction that their distance learning instruction provides students
equal opportunity to meet or exceed content and performance standards.

(5) Except as provided in (4)(a), a teacher of distance learning shall hold Montana certification and
endorsement in the area of instruction.

(& Inthe eventateacher of distance learning is not Montana certified and endorsed in the area of instruction,
the receiving school district shall provide a facilitator who is Montana certified but need not be endorsed in the area
of instruction.

(b) When a teacher of distance learning is Montana certified and endorsed in the area of instruction, the
receiving school district’s facilitator need not be certified.

(c) School districts receiving distance learning as the primary source of accredited classroom instruction shall
prepare and supervise facilitators.

(6) A distance learning class at each site shall meet class-size standards.

(7) Montana school districts providing distance learning shall annually:

(a) register with the office of public instruction;

(b) verify their teachers of distance learning are Montana certified and endorsed in their areas of instruction;
and

(c) demonstrate the students they serve have ongoing contact with their distance learning teachers.

(8) Distance learning providers, other than Montana school districts, shall annually:

(a) register with the office of pubic instruction;

(b) verify the professional qualifications, including Montana teacher certification and endorsement if pos-
sessed, of their teachers of distance learning; and

(c) demonstrate that the students they serve have ongoing contact with their distance learning teachers.

(9) School districts receiving distance learning as a primary source of classroom instruction from a provider
other than another Montana school district shall, by July 1 of the year following the instruction, complete and submit
an approved evaluation form to the office of public instruction.

10.55.908 SCHOOL FACILITIES (1) School facilities shall be constructed, maintained, and supervised in
accordance with all applicable local, state and national codes, regulations, and laws.

(2) School facilities shall be of sufficient size and arrangement to meet all programs’ educational goals.

(3) The board of trustees shall provide for educational facilities which are pleasant and reasonably safe for the
conduct of the educational and extracurricular activities of students, and which will meet federal accessibility
standards.

(4) The school shall provide the necessary equipment for emergency nursing care and first aid.

(5) When the board of trustees considers major remodeling or building a facility, it shall seek facility expertise
in all affected program areas as well as comments from faculty, students, and community.

(6) The board of trustees shall have in writing a policy that defines the use of school facilities and resources.
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10.55.909 STUDENT RECORDS (1) Each school shall keep, in secure storage, a permanent file of students’
records, that shall include the name and address of the student, his/her parent or guardian, birth date, academic work
completed, level of achievement (grades, standardized achievement tests), immunization records as per 20-5-406,
MCA, and attendance data.

(2) The board of trustees shall establish policies and procedures for the use and transfer of student records
that are in compliance with state and federal laws governing individual privacy. All educational records collected and
maintained by a school shall be kept in a confidential manner according to the implementing regulations of the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) at 34 CFR part 99.

(3) Allinactive permanent records from a school that closes shall be sent to the county superintendent or the
appropriate county official.

Program Area Standards

Much of the accreditation process is based on a school’s ability to meet the fundamental learner goals set forth
in the Program Area Standards the follow. The standards are minimums and not the only goals a school should set
for its students.

The Program Area Standards give guidance in identifying subject matter and degrees of sophistication to be
emphasized at each level of the education program.

For organizational purposes, the Program Area Standards are outlined by learner areas. They do not intend to
specify course titles unless noted otherwise.

10.55.1001 DISTRICT'S RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM AREA STANDARDS (1) Itis the school
district's responsibility to incorporate content and performance standards into its curriculum, implementing them
sequentially.

10.55.1002 CROSS-CONTENT AND THINKING SKILLS (1) Recognizing that the interdependence of skills
and content is essential to an effective education program, the school district shall consider ways to develop curricula
that integrate program area skills across curricular content and that give students opportunities to use these skills in
meaningful contexts that relate to the world around them.

(2) The school district shall develop curricula at all grade levels and in all program areas that encourage
students to understand and apply thinking and problem solving skills. The curricula shall allow students to:

(8 identify and define a problem;

(b) learn methods of gathering, analyzing, and presenting information;

(c) practice logical, creative, and innovative thinking and problem solving skills in a variety of situations;

(d) apply the skills of decision making and reasoning.

10.55.1003 PROGRAM FOUNDATION STANDARDS (1) The purpose of all programs is to develop and
apply knowledge and skills necessary to pursue lifelong goals and opportunities. Program foundation standards are
the common conditions, practices, and resources that cross all programs within a school system to ensure that all
students have educational opportunity to learn, develop, and demonstrate learning to the content and performance
standards. All programs shall follow the content and performance standards in the accreditation rules of Montana. In
addition, all programs shall work to:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) incorporate in curricular programs the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians;

(i) provide physically, emotionally, and educational safe and supportive learning and working environments;

(i) ensure an educational climate that promotes academic freedom and respect for diversity (e.g., gender,
race, ethnicity, economic status, native language, disability, special gift and talent);

(iv) maintain high expectations for student performance and behavior, and challenge every student at his/her
level of need that stimulates a desire for lifelong learning;

(v) encourage collaboration among school personnel to plan, assess, and support instruction; and

(vi) build school calendars and schedules based upon instructional needs.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) align local curricula with the Montana content and performance standards;

(i) offer engaging experiences that enable students to develop communication skills for fulfillment in their
personal lives, workplaces, and communities;
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(iii) teach ethical behavior and the implications of one’s choices;

(iv) implement research-based instructional skills and strategies to improve student learning;

(v) encourage the use of the inquiry process and the application of multiple thinking, decision making, and
problem-solving skills;

(vi) emphasize common unifying themes or principles that build on students’ prior experiences;

(vii) provide learning experiences that connectthe disciplines and transfer learning from one context to another;
and

(viii) integrate information literacy skills, technology tools, and workplace competencies to support learning in
all curricular areas.

(c) provide the following resources:

(i) access to regional, community, and school-based resources for teaching and learning;

(i) qualified staff necessary to support the instructional process;

(i) equitable access to all facilities, technology, equipment, materials, and services necessary to support the
instructional process;

(iv) time for professional development that supports learning for all;

(v) awell-conceived mentoring program for teachers in the first three years of teaching; and

(vi) access to a variety of current technologies and informational resources (e.g., libraries, databases,
computer networks, videos).

Communication Arts: Program

Language is at the core of successful schooling and living. Through language, humans learn beyond their own
direct experiences; through their skills, concepts, and experiences in the communication arts, students become
educated not merely in “English,” but in all subject areas. Thus, effective communication arts programs have a very
high priority in the curricula of Montana schools.

The education program in Communication Arts encompasses the study of language and literature, the
development of reading, writing, speaking and listening, effective media use, and the nurturing of creative, logical, and
critical thinking.

10.55.1101 COMMUNICATION ARTS PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (In accordance with ARM
10.55.603 and ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general, a program in communication arts shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) promote literacy and language excellence in the spoken, written, and visual form; and

(i) make available a variety of print and non-print materials encompassing fiction and non-fiction, classic and
contemporary works, and diverse perspectives including Montana American Indian works.

(b) include the following practices;

(i) integrate reading, literature, writing, speaking, listening, and media literacy with a valanced approach
supported by current research and/or based on best practices in the field of communication arts;

(i) emphasize multiple strategies and artistic forms to teach the conventions, demands, and responsibilities
of language;

(i) emphasize writing as a process;

(iv) provide opportunities for informal and formal speaking and listening;

(v) offer experiences in viewing, creating, and critically evaluating different types of media;

(vi) encourage co-curricular offerings in drama, speech, debate, journalism, literary publications, and other
related activities.

Arts: Program

The Arts provide a means of expression and communication that goes beyond speaking and writing. The Arts
are our mostilluminating and universal form of language; through them we transmit to our children our cultural heritage
and humanity.

The Arts dynamically cultivate all of the senses, emotions, and intellligences. They are the means by which
students develop literacy in the symbol systems fundamental to higher order and critical thinking. And, they constitute
a dimension of learning, which extends and fulfills human experience.
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The Arts are not complete until understandings are found between and among the arts and they are integrated
with other disciplines.

10.55.1201 ARTS PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (1) In general, a basic program in arts shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) incorporate visual arts (e.g., drawing, painting, printmaking, photography, film, electronic media, sculpture,
applied design, installation);

(i) incorporate performing arts, including music (e.g., choral music, instrumental music, music appreciation),
theater (e.g., drama, play production), and dance;

(iii) provide instruction that includes history of the arts, criticism, production, performance, and aesthetics; and

(iv) encourage a variety of co-curricular offerings (e.g., drama, literary and art publications, performance
groups, arts clubs) and other avenues for students to practice their artistic skills in the community and the world.

(b) include the following practices:

(i)  structure activities to allow students to develop techniques in the arts;

(i) allow students to explore the elements of artistic composition and a variety of media, functions, styles, and
presentation forms;

(iii) provide access to exemplary works of art from diverse cultures and historical periods and access to current
materials, techniques, technology, and processes in the arts; and

(iv) realaudiences for student performance and products, display areas, and performance areas (e.g., stages,
galleries, fairs).

Health Enhancement: Program

Health Enhancement teaches children the importance of personal and community health through the promotion
of a responsible lifestyle. It helps them actively develop, maintain, and improve their health as well as an awareness
of society’s critical health issues.

Health Enhancement is a comprehensive program that combines the traditional disciplines of “health” and
“physical education” in a more balanced program. Concepts learned in the classroom are reinforced and put into
practice in the gymnasium. Healthy, well-nourished and physically fit children learn better, miss less school, and take
a more active role in their own education. A healthy state transcends the physical and also includes the emotional,
social and intellectual dimensions of health.

10.55.1301 HEALTH ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (Inaccordance with ARM 10.55.603 and ARM 10.55.1001)
(1) In general, a basic health enhancement program shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) maintain class size in accordance with other curriculum areas ARM 10.55.712;

(i)  focus on the knowledge and skills necessary to maintain a healthy lifestyle;

(iii) integrate and include components of the traditional “health” and “physical education” disciplines;

(iv) maintain a program that meets the educational requirements of health enhancement;

(v) maintain adequate first aid materials and communication devise capabilities.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) make appropriate use of technology in the curriculum;

(i) give students the decision-making tools to promote personal and community responsibility;

(iii) address the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual dimensions of a healthy lifestyle; and

(iv) promote physical activity as a means to a healthy lifestyle.

10.55.1302 HEALTH ENHANCEMENT PARTICIPATION (In accordance with ARM 10.55.603 and ARM
10.55.1001) (1) Each student shall participate in a health enhancement program which is based on age, ability, and
aptitude.

Mathematics: Program
In this changing world, those who understand and can do mathematics will have significantly enhanced

opportunities and options for shaping their futures. Mathematical competence opens doors to productive futures. All
students should have the opportunity and the support necessary to learn significant mathematics with depth and
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reason inductively and deductively, and to apply the numerical and spatial concepts necessary to function according
to their needs in a technological society.

Priorities for basic mathematical skills include more than computation. A technological society requires daily use
of skills such as estimating, problem solving, organizing and interpreting data, measuring, predicting, and applying
mathematics to everyday situations.

Mathematics is a dynamic, growing, and changing discipline whose cross-curricular significance requires its
integration into all academic areas. An effective curriculum is responsive to recent developments in mathematical
knowledge, the needs of an information society, the availability of technology such as computers and calculators, and
includes relevant applications of mathematics.

10.55.1401 MATHEMATICS PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (In accordance with ARM 10.55.603 and
ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general, a basic mathematics program shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) provide a well-articulated curriculum that challenges students to learn increasingly more sophisticated
mathematical ideas; and

(i)  provide conceptual mathematical understanding as well as factual knowledge and procedural facility.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) create, enrich, maintain, and adapt instruction to meet mathematical goals;

(i) incorporate appropriate technology into the math program;

(i) connect the development of skills and procedures to the more general development of mathematical
understanding; and

(iv) effectively observe students, listen carefully to students’ ideas and explanations, have mathematical goals,
and use the information to make instructional decisions.

Science: Program

Science is a creative process used to investigate natural phenomena, resulting in the formation of theories
verified by directed observations. These theories are challengeable and changeable. Data must support or contradict
these theories.

Although science as a body of knowledge is ever changing, the processes of science are constant. Science
education strengthens students’ basic inquiry skills and fosters their understandings of and interest in the world by
acquiring and applying critical thinking and problem-solving.

10.55.1501 SCIENCE PROGRAM (In accordance with ARM 10.55.603 and ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general,
a basic program in science shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

() maintain an environment that recognizes scientific knowledge as a product of inquiry and is continually
subject to review, verification, and revision; and

(i) foster an environment that embraces the interactions of science, technology, and society.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) investigate problems of individual, social, and ethical importance in the natural world through the selection
and application of appropriate scientific techniques;

(i) connect initial inquiry and discovery to prior knowledge;

(i) employ varied strategies for investigation, allowing students to understand science as a process,
experience practical problem-solving, and develop critical thinking skills;

(iv) emphasize experimentation, data analysis, and the communication of findings to build new understandings
by classifying ongoing observations, modeling natural phenomena, and developing the capacity to make inferences
about unexplored concepts; and

(v) use technology for collaborative inquiries to extend curricular experiences within the school and to other
schools, communities, and businesses.
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Social Studies: Program

Social studies draws on the social sciences (economics, history, political science, geography, sociology,
anthropology, and psychology) and the humanities (theory, literature, the arts, and philosophy). The social studies
cover United States studies, global studies and the social science disciplines.

10.55.1601 SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (Inaccordance with ARM 10.55.603 and
ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general, a basic program in social studies shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) use strategies and methods that incorporate multiple perspectives as a basic component of social studies
instruction;

(i) support the democratic process to promote a learning environment to foster individual civic competence;
and

(iii) integrate knowledge, skills, beliefs, values, and attitudes within and across disciplines to promote active
citizenship.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) incorporate inquiry skills and strategies using both primary and secondary resources;

(i) promote social criticism and socialization as a commitment to social responsibility;

(i) analyze ethical dimensions and social policy implications of issues to provide an arena for reflective
development of concern for individual needs and the common good;

(iv) promote decision-making skills and civic responsibilities through active participation (e.g., service learning
projects); and

(v) nurture an understanding of the contemporary and historical traditions and values of American Indian
cultures and other cultural groups of significance to Montana and to society.

Career and Vocational/Technical Education: Program

Career and Vocational/Technical Education is a program of articulated sequential experiences that prepare
students for successful participation in community, family, postsecondary education and careers.

Career and Vocational/Technical Education programs include Agriculture, Business and Marketing, Family and
Consumer Sciences, Industrial Technology, and Trades and Industry.

Career and Vocational/Technical Education programs focus on career preparation, resource management,
communication, technical skill development, applied academics, technological literacy; and personal skills and
leadership. Programs are driven by authentic applications where students will be prepared for the workplace.

Through Career and Vocational/Technical Education students are empowered to be successful in today’s world.

10.55.1701 CAREER AND VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS
(In accordance with ARM 10.55.603 and ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general, a basic program in career and vocational/
technical education shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i)  skill development leading to lifelong pursuits;

(i) program development in consultation with an advisory council; and

(iii) opportunities for authentic application, work experience, and/or articulation with postsecondary education.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) foster skill development for employment, advanced training, and lifelong learning;

(i)  input from representatives of business and industry.

(i) analysis of skills and knowledge required in paid and non-paid careers;

(iv) leadership and character development through participation in career and technical student organizations
(CTS)s);

(v) progression of skills and knowledge from basic to advanced; and

(vi) integration of career and vocational/technical competencies with academic knowledge in a contextual
setting.
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Library/Media: Program

The school library media program is essential in creating independent learners who are efficient consumers and
producers of information. By using a variety of information formats, focusing on the learning process and collaborating
with other disciplines, school libraries provide the entire school community with opportunities to acquire the information
skills they need to interact responsibly in a global society.

An ongoing desire to know, a love for reading and a respect for information will transform a student into a lifelong
independent learner. The role of libraries in a democratic society is to embrace the social responsibility of learning.

10.55.1801 LIBRARY/MEDIA PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (Inaccordance with ARM 10.55.603 and
ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general, a basic program in library media shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) establish flexible scheduling to ensure that libraries respond to information needs, foster intellectual
curiosity, and support learning;

(i) ensure collaboration with classroom teachers of all disciplines to implement content area standards and
to assist students in engaging in the inquiry/research process;

(i) model and support the ethical use of information, adherence to copyright laws, and respect for intellectual
property; and

(iv) advise the board of trustees on policy and rule pertaining to:

(A) developing and maintaining a library collection that is current, balanced, and reflects authentic historical
and cultural contributions of Montana’s American Indians and other minority and ethnic groups;

(B) engaging in comprehensive long range planning to administer and manage, in a secure area, the human,
financial, and physical resources of the library to locate, access, and use on-site resources that are organized and
cataloged; and

(C) implementing a viable collection development policy which includes the following components:

() materials selection and de-selection;

(I)  challenged materials procedure;

(1) intellectual/academic freedom statement;

(IV) confidentiality assurance;

(V) copyright guidelines; and

(VI) qifts and donations.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) collaborate with classroom teachers of all disciplines to highlight and reinforce the commonalities and links
between and among the curricular areas;

(i) cooperate and join with other libraries, information agencies, and community resources in the sharing of
materials;

(iii) encourage partnerships with information centers that use electronic information systems; and

(iv) participate in school-wide technology and telecommunications planning and promote its integration into all
instructional programs.

School Counseling: Program

Students of all ages must make many choices that affect their lives, now and in the future. Comprehensive school
counseling programs are a way to serve the divergent and changing needs of students.

An effective school counseling program involves the whole school community to integrate academic, career, and
personal/social development of students into the academic program. School counseling programs are essential to
prepare students for a wide range of postsecondary options, including college.

10.55.1901 SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (In accordance with ARM
10.55.603 and ARM 10.55.1001) (1) In general, school counseling shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) provide a comprehensive developmentally planned program;

(i) advocate for all students and encourage students to develop to their full potential;

(iii) respect the worth and dignity of all individuals by building trust and respecting confidentiality; and
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(iv) contribute as an integral part of the education process that is delivered through a variety of systems by
school staff, students, parents, business, and industry.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) maximize students’ potential in the areas of academics, career, and personal/social development;

(i) develop a guidance curriculum presented through structured groups and classroom presentations;

(i) conduct individual planning using assessment, advisement, placement, and follow-up;

(iv) deliver responsive services through individual and group counseling, consultation, and referral; and

(v) provide system support through management, consultation with staff, community outreach, and public
relations.

World Languages: Program

World Language study includes Modern, Classical and Native American languages. World Language study is
communication-based and requires a sequential curriculum that provides consistent and increasing contact with the
target language and culture. Communicative proficiency depends on the amount of time spent acquiring and refining
skills inherent in language-learning experience. As an integral part of the core curriculum, World Language has
immediate real world applications. The study of World Language nurtures cross-cultural appreciation and fosters
student learning through integration with other curricular areas. Communication is an inherently human activity; all
children benefit from the opportunity to learn a second language.

10.55.2101 WORLD LANGUAGES PROGRAM DELIVERY STANDARDS (1) In general, a basic program in
world languages shall:

(&) meet the following conditions:

(i) consistent and continual experience with the target language and culture;

(i) access to native speakers or experts, authentic cultural contact, and culturally authentic materials (e.g.,
print, video, audio, literature, music, art); and

(iii) access to technology that provides contact with the target language.

(b) include the following practices:

(i) promote confidence in practicing the language by encouraging risk-taking and minimizing verbal correc-
tion;

(i) maximize use of target language in an authentic manner through student-teacher and student-student
interaction; and

(iii)  build an authentic cultural ambiance.
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CONTENT AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

General Provisions

10.54.2501 EXPLANATION OF THE CONTENT AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (1) The content and
performance standards shall be used by school districts to develop local curriculum and assessment in all the content
areas including: communication arts (reading, English language, second language, literature, writing, listening,
speaking); fine arts; guidance; health enhancement; library media; mathematics; media; science; social studies;
technology; and vocational/practical arts. The K-12 content standards describe what students shall know, understand
and be able to do in these content areas. Benchmarks define the expectations for students’ knowledge, skills, and
abilities along a developmental continuum in each content area. Progress toward meeting these standards is
measured at three points along that continuum: the end of grade 4, the end of grade 8, and upon graduation.
Performance standards explicitly define the quality of student performance and describe the performance to be
demonstrated. Performance level descriptions provide a picture or profile of student achievement at the four
performance levels: advanced, proficient, nearing proficiency, and novice.

10.54.2502 DEFINITIONS (1) “Benchmark” means expectations for a student’s knowledge, skills, and abilities
along a developmental continuum in each content area. That continuum is focused at three points: the end of grade
4, the end of grade 8, and upon graduation (grade 12).

(2) “Contentstandard” means what a student should know, understand, and be able to do in a specific content
area, such as reading, mathematics, or social studies.

(3) “Performance level” means the level of achievement in broad, general terms.

(&) “Advanced level” means superior performance;

(b) “Proficientlevel” means solid academic performance for each benchmark, reaching levels of demonstrated
competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to
real-world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter;

(c) “Nearing proficiency level” means a student has partial mastery of the prerequisite knowledge and skills
fundamental for proficient work at each benchmark; and

(d) “Novice level” means a student is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are
fundamental for work at each benchmark.

(4) “Performance standard” means the specific expectations for performance in each content area at each of
the three benchmarks. Performance standards explicitly define the quality of performance and describe the
performance to be demonstrated.

10.54.2503 STANDARDS REVIEW SCHEDULE (1) Montana’s content and performance standards shall be
reviewed and revised on a five-year cycle beginning July 1, 2005.

(2) A schedule for review of specific programs shall be established as a collaborative process with the office
of public instruction and the board of public education with input from representatives of accredited schools. The
schedule shall ensure that each program area is reviewed and revised at intervals not exceeding five years.

(3) The standards review process shall use context information, criteria, processes, and procedures identified
by the office of public instruction with input from representatives of accredited schools.

Arts Content and Performance Standards

Arts have intrinsic value. They cultivate the whole child, building many kinds of literacy while developing intuition,
reasoning, creativity, imagination, and dexterity into diverse forms of expression and communication. The Arts enable
students to make decisions and seek multiple solutions. They improve perception, reflection, and creative thought.
They advance higher order thinking skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation. The Arts provide powerful tools for
understanding human experiences and cultures—past, present and future.

Arts education engages students in a creative process that helps them develop the self-motivation, discipline,
cooperation and self-esteem necessary for success in life.
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The Arts consists of Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts. The content and performance standards for the Arts
describe what all Montana students should know and be able to do in the Arts. Although literary arts are generally
considered a part of the Arts, standards for the literary arts are integrated throughout the Communication Arts.

10.54.2801 through 10.54.2809 reserved

10.54.2810 ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of arts content standard 1, a
student must create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the arts.

10.54.2811 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(8 identify his/her own ideas and images based on themes, symbols, events, and personal experiences;

(b) use a variety of materials and sources to experiment with an art form;

(c) present his/her own work and works of others;

(d) collaborate with others in the creative process; and

(e) describe how a variety of materials, techniques, and processes cause different responses.

10.54.2812 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) create a work from his/her own ideas and images based on themes, symbols, events, and personal
experiences;

(b) select a variety of materials and sources to demonstrate a specific art form;

(c) prepare and/or revise works for presentation;

(d) collaborate with others to make artistic choices; and

(e) describe and analyze artistic choices in his/her own work and works of others.

10.54.2813 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUATION (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) conceive and create works of art;

(b) demonstrate imagination and technical skillin a minimum of one art form using traditional and nontraditional
resources;

(c) select or adapt the elements of a presentational style;

(d) apply artistic discipline (e.g., concentration, focus) to complete a collaborative work; and

(e) articulate meaning by describing and analyzing artistic choices in his/her own work and works of others.

10.54.2814 through 10.54.2819 reserved

10.54.2820 ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of arts content standard 2, a
student must apply and describe the concepts, structures, and processes in the arts.

10.54.2821 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(8 identify and apply the concept of composition in:

(i) dance by applying the elements of space (shape, level, path in space, pattern, form), time (duration,
rhythm), and energy (movement quality) to compose dance phrases;

(i)  music by applying the elements of rhythm, melody, harmony, timbre/tone color, and form;

(iii) theatre by applying the elements of plot, character, and setting; and

(iv) visualarts by applying the elements of line, shape, form, color, space, value, and texture to compose works
of art and the principles of design-pattern, balance, contrast, rhythm, proportion, economy, movement, and
dominance;

(b) identify and apply the concept of technique in:

(i) dance by identifying and applying the techniques of body awareness (e.qg., control, flexibility, dynamics,
expression, musicality) in class and performance;

(i)  music by identifying and applying the techniques of expressive devices, dynamics, tempo, phrasing,
accompaniment, interpretation, and improvisation;

(iii) theatre by identifying and applying techniques to develop scenarios, direct, and act; and

(iv) visual arts by identifying and applying the techniques common to drawing, painting, sculpture, design,
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printmaking, and indigenous/traditional arts;

(c) identify and apply the concept of medium in:

(i) dance by demonstrating the human body in motion;

(i)  music by performing vocal and/or instrumental solos, or in ensembles;

(iii) theatre by performing in ensemble (e.g., live, film, video productions); and

(iv) visual arts by selecting a course of action using two-dimensional processes (e.g., painting, drawing,
printmaking) and three-dimensional processes (e.g., sculpture, indigenous/traditional arts);

(d) identify and apply the concept of function in:

(i) dance by identifying examples of social, theatrical, and traditional dance;

(i)  music by identifying examples of music (e.g., ceremonial, celebration, concerts, theatre, dance, film, social,
community, entertainment);

(iii) theatre by performing in classroom or school programs/productions; and

(iv) visual arts by identifying examples of cultural, political, communication, expressive, commercial, and
environmental visual arts;

(e) identify and apply the concept of style in:

(i) dance by identifying examples of ethnic, folk, classical, popular, historical, and contemporary (e.g., ballet,
jazz, modern, tap) dance;

(i)  music by identifying examples of music (e.g., folk, jazz, ethnic, popular, classical, time period);

(iii) theatre by identifying and performing examples of theatre (e.g., comedy, melodrama); and

(iv) visual arts by identifying examples of historical, contemporary, and traditional visual arts, including
American Indian art; and

(H identify and apply the concept of presentation in:

(i) dance by showing dance composition with peers, emphasizing focus and concentration;

(i)  music by participating in performances;

(iii) theatre by demonstrating storytelling and creative dramatics; and

(iv) visual arts by exhibiting craftsmanship, completion, and developing a body of work.

10.54.2822 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) apply the concept of composition in:

(i) dance by applying the elements of space (shape, level, path in space, pattern, form), time (duration,
rhythm), and energy (movement quality) to compose dances;

(i)  music by applying the elements of rhythm, melody, harmony, timbre/tone color, and form;

(iii) theatre by applying the elements of plot, character, setting, and mood; and

(iv) visualarts by applying the elements of line, shape, form, color, space, value, and texture to compose works
of art and the principles of design-pattern, balance, contrast, rhythm, proportion, economy, movement, and
dominance;

(b) apply the concept of technique in:

(i) dance by applying the techniques of body awareness (e.g., control, flexibility, dynamics, expression,
musicality) in class and performance;

(i) music by applying the technigues of expressive devices, dynamics, tempo, phrasing, accompaniment,
interpretation, and improvisation;

(iii) theatre by applying techniques to write, direct, act, and design; and

(iv) visual arts by applying knowledge of techniques to create works (e.g., painting, drawing, printmaking,
photography, computer arts, graphic design, sculpture, indigenous/traditional arts);

(c) apply the concept of medium in:

(i) dance by demonstrating the human body in motion;

(i)  music by performing vocal and/or instrumental solos, or in ensembles;

(iii) theatre by performing solo and in ensemble (e.g., mime, live, film, video productions); and

(iv) visual arts by selecting a course of action using two-dimensional processes (e.g., painting, drawing,
printmaking, photography, computer arts) and three-dimensional processes (e.g., sculpture, indigenous/traditional
arts);

(d) apply the concept of function in:

(i) dance by identifying examples of social, theatrical, and traditional dance;

(i)  music by performing examples of music (e.g., ceremonial, celebration, concerts, theatre, dance, film,
social, community, entertainment);

(iii) theatre by performing in classroom or school programs/productions; and

Rev. 6/01 Content and Performance Standards Chapter 54-3



(iv) visual arts by demonstrating and comparing examples of cultural, political, communication, expressive,
commercial, and environmental visual arts;

(e) apply the concept of style in:

(i) dance by demonstrating examples of ethnic, folk, classical, popular, historical, and contemporary (e.g.,
ballet, jazz, modern, tap) dance;

(i) music by performing examples of music (e.g., folk, jazz, ethnic, popular, classical, time period);

(iii) theatre by performing examples of theatre (e.g., comedy, melodrama, plays from historical periods); and

(iv) visual arts by demonstrating examples of historical, contemporary, and traditional visual arts, including
American Indian art; and

(H  apply the concept of presentation in:

(i) dance by rehearsing, performing, and critiquing dance;

(i) music by rehearsing, performing, and critiquing musical performances;

(iii) theatre by rehearsing, performing, and critiquing storytelling and improvisation; and

(iv) visual arts by exhibiting craftsmanship, completion, and developing a body of work.

10.54.2823 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUATION (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) apply the concept of composition in:

(i) dance by applying the elements of space (shape, level, path in space, pattern, form), time (duration,
rhythm), and energy (movement quality) to compose dances;

(i)  music by applying the elements of rhythm, melody, harmony, timbre/tone color, and form;

(iii) theatre by applying the elements of character and plot as exposition, action, climax, and resolution; and

(iv) visualarts by applying the elements of line, shape, form, color, space, value, and texture to compose works
of art and the principles of design-pattern, balance, contrast, rhythm, proportion, economy, movement, and
dominance;

(b) apply the concept of technique in:

(i) dance by applying the techniques of body awareness (e.g., control, flexibility, dynamics, expression,
musicality) in class and performance;

(i)  music by applying the technigues of expressive devices, dynamics, tempo, phrasing, accompaniment,
interpretation, and improvisation;

(iii) theatre by applying techniques to write, direct, act, design, and produce; and

(iv) visualarts by applying techniques to create works of art (e.g., painting, drawing, printmaking, photography,
computer arts, graphic design, sculpture, indigenous/ traditional arts);

(c) apply the concept of medium in:

(i) dance by demonstrating the human body in motion;

(i)  music by performing vocal and/or instrumental solos, or in ensembles;

(iii) theatre by performing solo and in ensemble (e.g., mime, live, film, video productions); and

(iv) visual arts by selecting a course of action using two-dimensional processes (e.g., painting, drawing,
printmaking, photography, computer arts, graphic design) and three-dimensional processes (e.g., sculpture, indig-
enous/ traditional arts);

(d) apply the concept of function in:

(i) dance by identifying examples of social, theatrical, and traditional dance;

(i)  music by performing and comparing examples of music (e.g., ceremonial, celebration, concerts, theatre,
dance, film, social, community, entertainment);

(iii) theatre by performing in classroom or school programs/productions; and

(iv) visual arts by demonstrating and comparing examples of cultural, political, communication, expressive,
commercial, and environmental visual arts;

(e) apply the concept of style in:

(i) dance by demonstrating examples of ethnic, folk, classical, popular, historical, and contemporary (e.g.,
ballet, jazz, modern, tap) dance;

(i)  music by performing examples of music (e.g., folk, jazz, ethnic, popular, classical, time period);

(i) theatre by performing examples of theatre (e.g., comedy, tragedy, melodrama plays from historical
periods); and

(iv) visual arts by demonstrating examples of historical, contemporary, and traditional visual arts, including
American Indian art; and

(H  apply the concept of presentation in:

(i) dance by rehearsing, performing, and critiquing dance;
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(i) music by rehearsing, performing, and critiquing musical performances;
(iii) theatre by rehearsing, performing, and critiquing improvisation and performances; and
(iv) visual arts by exhibiting craftsmanship, completion, and developing a body of work.

10.54.2824 through 10.54.2829 reserved

10.54.2830 ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of arts content standard 3, a
student must develop and refine arts skills and techniques to express ideas, pose and solve problems, and discover
meaning.

10.54.2831 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) use arts materials, techniques, technology, and processes to create general responses;

(b) communicate meaning through the art forms from selected subject matter;

(c) explore potential solutions to a given problem through the arts;

(d) use technical skills in:

(i) dance by performing movements and rhythm patterns;

(i)  music by singing and playing music using dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation;

(iii) theatre by using mind, voice, and body to create characters and tell stories; and

(iv) visual arts by creating works of art with content that is consistent with media possibilities; and

(e) identify and use an appropriate symbol system in:

(i) dance by using dance elements (space, time, energy) to discuss movement and produce movements
demonstrated and/or described in words;

(i)  music by using standard symbols to identify meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics;

(iii) theatre by recognizing and using stage direction; and

(iv) visual arts by recognizing and using symbol language appropriate to media used to create works of art.

10.54.2832 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) use arts materials, techniques, technology, and processes to create specific responses;

(b) communicate intended meaning based on his/her own ideas and concepts from other sources;

(c) use improvisation/experimentation to determine solutions;

(d) use technical skills in:

(i) dance by performing movements and rhythm patterns with control and expression;

(i) music by using accepted performance and expressive techniques (e.g., breath control, posture) while
singing and playing music in small and large ensembles;

(iii) theatre by using scenery, properties, sound, costume, and make-up to communicate locale and mood; and

(iv) visual arts by experimenting and practicing with a variety of media to achieve clarity of expression; and

(e) understand and use symbol systems in:

(i) dance by using improvisation to discover and invent several new solutions to movement problems and
relating movements in his/her dances to the idea or feeling he/she wants to communicate;

(i)  music by identifying and defining standard notation symbols including pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo,
articulation, and expression;

(iii) theatre by understanding and applying stage direction and ground plans; and

(iv) visual arts by examining the breadth and depth of possible responses presented by media and media
techniques.

10.54.2833 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUATION (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) use arts materials, techniques, technology, and processes to create specific products and responses to
ideas;

(b) communicate intended meaning through the interpretation of a subject;

(c) use improvisation/experimentation to predict potential solutions to problems and pose new problems;

(d) use technical skills in:

(i) dance by performing movements and rhythm patterns with appropriate range of dynamics and expression;

(i)  music by singing or playing music with expression and technical accuracy, exhibiting a large and varied
repertoire of vocal or instrumental literature;
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(iii) theatre by using scenery, properties, sound, costume, make-up, and lighting to communicate locale and
mood; and

(iv) visual arts by exploring and practicing skills to enhance communication with consistency; and

(e) understand and use symbol systems in:

(i) dance by relating movement to a concept and explaining the connection;

(i)  music by reading and using standard and nonstandard notation symbols through participation in small and
large ensembles;

(iii) theatre by understanding and applying stage direction and ground plans; and

(iv) visual arts by understanding and applying appropriate symbol language to maximize expression in a
specific media.

10.54.2834 through 10.54.2839 reserved

10.54.2840 ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of arts content standard 4, a
student must analyze characteristics and merits of his/her work and the work of others.

10.54.2841 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) use vocabulary of the discipline to describe a variety of works of art;

(b) describe personal works to others;

(c) devise criteria for evaluation; and

(d) recognize a variety of different responses to specific works of art.

10.54.2842 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) evaluate the quality and effectiveness of his/her own and other art works by applying specific criteria
appropriate to the style, and offer constructive suggestions for improvement;

(b) describe the influence of personal experience on the interpretation of works of art;

(c) develop and apply criteria for evaluating quality and effectiveness of the work of art; and

(d) describe and compare a variety of individual responses to works of art.

10.54.2843 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUATION (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) evaluate an art work by comparing and contrasting it to similar or exemplary works of art;

(b) compare and contrast how meaning is communicated in two or more of the student’s own works and/or
works of others;

(c) refine specific criteria for making informed critical evaluation of the quality and effectiveness of a work of
art; and

(d) analyze various interpretations as a means for understanding/evaluating works of art.

10.54.2844 through 10.54.2849 reserved

10.54.2850 ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 5 (1) To satisfy the requirements of arts content standard 5, a
student must understand the role of the arts in society, diverse cultures, and historical periods.

10.54.2851 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) recognize ways in which the arts have both an historical and distinctive relationship to various cultures (e.g.,
American Indian) and media of expression;

(b) identify and describe specific works of art belonging to particular cultures, times, and places;

(c) recognize various reasons for creating works of art;

(d) recognize common emotions, experiences, and expression in art;

(e) demonstrate appropriate audience behavior for the context and style of art presented; and

() explore his/her own culture as reflected through the arts.
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10.54.2852 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) demonstrate how history/culture and the arts influence each other;

(b) identify, describe, and analyze specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places
in the context in which they were created,;

(c) compare various reasons for creating works of art;

(d) describe how people’s emotions and experiences influence the development of specific art works;

(e) demonstrate appropriate audience behavior for the context and style of art presented; and

(H determine the connection of a work of art to societal and cultural change or preservation.

10.54.2853 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 5 UPON GRADUATION (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 5 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) identify and describe the role of the artist in cultures and societies;

(b) identify, describe, and analyze specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places
in the context in which they were created,;

(c) identify intentions of those creating art works, explore the implications of various purposes, and justify
analysis;

(d) analyze contemporary and historic meanings and emotions in specific art works through cultural and
aesthetic inquiry;

(e) demonstrate appropriate audience behavior for the context and style of art presented; and

() investigate a variety of artworks from resources in the community and analyze and communicate cultural
and historical context.

10.54.2854 through 10.54.2859 reserved

10.54.2860 ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 6 (1) To satisfy the requirements of arts content standard 6, a
student must make connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2861 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 6 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 6 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(8 identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms/elements used in the various arts;

(b) identify interrelated elements among the arts and other subject areas;

(c) identify the role of the arts in the world of work; and

(d) identify how art reflects life.

10.54.2862 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 6 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 6 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) compare and explain how the characteristic materials of each art (e.g., sound in music, visual stimuli in
visual arts, movement in dance, human interrelationships in theatre) correlate to similar events, scenes, emotions, or
ideas;

(b) utilize interrelated elements among the arts and other subject areas;

(c) explore vocational and avocational opportunities in the arts; and

(d) identify how works of art reflect the environment in which they are created.

10.54.2863 BENCHMARK FOR ARTS CONTENT STANDARD 6 UPON GRADUATION (1) The benchmark
for arts content standard 6 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) explain how elements, processes (e.g., imagination, craftsmanship), and organizational principles are
used in similar and distinctive ways;

(b) connect and analyze interrelated elements of the arts and other subject areas;

(c) experience the elements of art careers in a professional setting; and

(d) analyze how works of art reflect the environment in which they are created.

10.54.2864 through 10.54.2886 reserved

10.54.2887 ADVANCED ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth grade
student at the advanced level in the arts demonstrates superior performance. He/she:
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(&) independently creates, performs/exhibits in, and responds through a minimum of one art form;

(b) consistently applies, with confidence, the concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of
dance, music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) uses a variety of skills and techniques to express ideas and poses and solves problems in the arts;

(d) independently practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) analyzes the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of others in the arts;

(H consistently recognizes and respects the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical
periods; and

(g) consistently finds and shares multiple connections among the arts, other subject areas, and life.

10.54.2888 PROFICIENT ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth grade
student at the proficient level in the arts demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) demonstrates the ability to create, perform/exhibit, and respond through a minimum of one art form;

(b) applies a basic understanding of the concepts, structure, and processes in the four art forms of dance,
music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) uses skills and techniques to express ideas and poses and solves problems in the arts;

(d) practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) communicates an understanding of the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the work of others
in the arts;

() recognizes and respects the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) finds and communicates connections among the arts, other subject areas, and life.

10.54.2889 NEARING PROFICIENCY ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE4 (1) A
fourth grade student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and
skills fundamental for proficiency in the arts. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits in, and responds with specific directions and assistance through a minimum of
one art form in a limited way;

(b) identifies but has difficulty demonstrating concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of dance,
music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) identifies skills and techniques in the arts and sometimes expresses ideas and poses and solves problems
in the arts;

(d) sometimes practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) sometimesidentifies and demonstrates the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the work of others
in the arts;

(H sometimes recognizes the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) finds and shares limited connections among the arts, other subject areas, and life.

10.54.2890 NOVICE ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth grade
student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each
benchmark in the arts. He/she:

(8 has difficulty creating, performing/exhibiting in, and responding through a minimum of one art form;

(b) demonstrates alimited understanding of concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of dance,
music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) identifies, with assistance, some of the skills and techniques but does not express ideas or pose or solve
problems in the arts;

(d) has difficulty practicing responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) seldom identifies the characteristics and merits of his/her work or the works of others in the arts;

(H haslimited recognition of the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) has difficulty finding connections among the arts, other subject areas, and life.

10.54.2891 ADVANCED ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth grade
student at the advanced level in the arts demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) effectively creates, performs/exhibits in, and responds through more than one art form;

(b) consistently applies, with confidence, concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of dance,
music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) applies a variety of skills and techniques to effectively express ideas and to pose and solve problems in
the arts;
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(d) independently practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) evaluates the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of others in the arts;

(H effectively and consistently analyzes the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical
periods; and

(g) synthesizes and evaluates connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2892 PROFICIENT ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) Aneighthgrade
student at the proficient level in the arts demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) effectively creates, performs/exhibits in, and responds through a minimum of one art form;

(b) applies concepts, processes, and structures in the four art forms of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) uses a variety of skills and techniques to express ideas and to pose and solve problems in the arts;

(d) practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) analyzes the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the work of others in the arts;

(H analyzesand clearly describes the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods;
and

(g) analyzes and describes connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2893 NEARING PROFICIENCY ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE8 (1) An
eighth grade student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and
skills fundamental for proficiency in the arts. He/she:

(&) sometimes creates, performs/exhibits in, and responds through a minimum of one art form;

(b) applies, with some assistance, a basic understanding of the concepts, structures, and processes in the four
art forms of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) identifies skills and techniques and sometimes expresses ideas and poses and solves problems in the arts;

(d) sometimes practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) describes, with assistance, some of the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of others
in the arts;

(H sometimes identifies the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods but has
difficulty describing that role; and

(g) identifies and describes, with some assistance, limited connections among the arts, other subject areas,
life, and work.

10.54.2894 NOVICE ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth grade
student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each
benchmark in the arts. He/she:

(a) seldom creates, performs/exhibits without specific direction, and sometimes responds in a limited way
through one art form;

(b) applies, with much assistance, a basic understanding of some of the concepts, structures, and processes
in the four art forms of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) identifies, with assistance, skills and techniques, but has difficulty expressing ideas and posing and solving
problems in the arts;

(d) has difficulty practicing responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) seldom recognizes the characteristics and merits of his/her work or the works of others in the arts;

() identifies, with assistance, the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) identifies, with difficulty, limited connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2895 ADVANCED ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating
student at the advanced level in the arts demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits, and responds through more than one art form at an accomplished level;

(b) consistently applies, analyzes, and interprets the concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms
of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) distinguishes and analyzes appropriate skills and techniques to effectively express ideas and to pose and
solve problems in the arts;

(d) independently practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) acceptsresponsibility forthe characteristics and merits of his/her works and appreciates the works of others
in the arts;

Rev. 6/01 Content and Performance Standards Chapter 54-9



(H effectively and consistently analyzes and evaluates the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures,
and historical periods; and
(g) synthesizes and evaluates connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2896 PROFICIENT ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating
student at the proficient level in the arts demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits, and responds through a minimum of one art form at an accomplished level;

(b) appliesvaried concepts, processes, and structures in the four art forms of dance, music, theatre, and visual
arts;

(c) demonstrates effective skills and techniques in the arts to express ideas and poses and solves problems;

(d) practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) analyzes and evaluates the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the work of others in the arts;

(H examines and analyzes the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) analyzes and responds to connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2897 NEARING PROFICIENCY ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A
graduating student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills
fundamental for proficiency in the arts. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits, and responds through a minimum of one art form in a limited way;

(b) applies, with some assistance, concepts, structures, and processes in the four art forms of dance, music,
theatre, and visual arts;

(c) identifies skills and techniques and sometimes expresses ideas and poses and solves problems in the arts;

(d) sometimes practices responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) demonstrates a limited understanding of the characteristics and merits of his/her work and the works of
others in the arts;

(H sometimes examines the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and historical periods; and

(g) demonstrates connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and work.

10.54.2898 NOVICE ARTS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating student
at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark
in the arts. He/she:

(a) creates, performs/exhibits, and responds, with specific direction and in a limited way, through a minimum
of one art form;

(b) applies, with much assistance, a basic understanding of some of the concepts, structures, and processes
in the four art forms of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts;

(c) identifies, with assistance, skills and techniques, but shows limited ability to express ideas or to pose and
solve problems in the arts;

(d) practices, with assistance, responsible, safe, and appropriate personal and group behavior in the arts;

(e) demonstrates, with assistance, alimited understanding of the characteristics and merits of his/her work and
the works of others in the arts;

() rarely examines, without specific direction, the role of the arts in his/her society, diverse cultures, and
historical periods; and

(g) demonstrates, with some assistance, limited connections among the arts, other subject areas, life, and
work.

Sub-Chapter 29 Reserved

Reading Content and Performance Standards

Reading is essential to learning. It is the pathway to lifelong learning and the key to life’s opportunities. Reading
is a strategic problem-solving process of gaining personal meaning from text. Students use a range of skills and
strategies in the process of reading to comprehend what they read. Reading is not only a basic skill, it is an
indispensable tool for critical and creative thinking. There are a diversity of purposes for which readers read a variety
of materials. Reading literacy allows students to make connections between their own and others’ experiences, to
inquire systematically, to access, analyze, synthesize, and critically evaluate information.
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Early reading achievement is a reliable predictor of later school performance. Success in school is often
determined by student proficiency in reading. Proficient readers monitor and evaluate their own progress in reading.

10.54.3001 through 10.54.3009 reserved

10.54.3010 READING CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of reading content standard
1, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she constructs meaning as he/she comprehends, interprets, and
responds to what he/she reads.

10.54.3011 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(& make predictions and connections between new material and previous information/experiences;

(b) incorporate new print/nonprint information into existing knowledge to draw conclusions and make
application;

(c) provide oral, written, and/or artistic responses to ideas and feelings generated by the reading material;

(d) demonstrate basic understanding of main ideas and some supporting details; and

(e) accurately retell key elements of appropriate reading material.

10.54.3012 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) make predictions and clearly describe, with details, meaningful connections between new material and
previous information/experiences;

(b) compare and contrastimportant print/nonprintinformation with existing knowledge to draw conclusions and
make application;

(c) interpretand provide oral, written, and/or artistic responses to ideas and feelings generated by the reading
material and compare responses with peers;

(d) demonstrate understanding of main ideas and select important supporting facts and details; and

(e) provide accurate, detailed summaries using key elements of appropriate reading material.

10.54.3013 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) make predictions and describe inferences and connections within material and between new material and
previous information/experiences;

(b) integrate new important print/nonprint information with existing knowledge to draw conclusions and make
application;

(c) provide oral, written, and/or artistic responses to ideas and feelings generated by the reading material,
providing examples of the way these influence one’s life and role in society;

(d) demonstrate understanding of main ideas and formulate arguments using supporting evidence; and

(e) accurately paraphrase reading material, reflecting tone and point of view.

10.54.3014 through 10.54.3019 reserved

10.54.3020 READING CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of reading content standard
2, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she applies a range of skills and strategies to read.

10.54.3021 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) decodeunknownwords combiningthe elements of phonics, grammatical structures, analysis of word parts,
and context to understand reading material;

(b) demonstrate understanding of literary elements (e.qg., plot, character, setting, problem, solution);

(c) identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language and exaggeration);

(d) usefeatures and organization of fiction and nonfiction material to comprehend (e.g., paragraphs, chapters,
titles, indices, tables of contents, graphs, charts, visuals);

(e) adjust fluency, rate, and style of reading to the purpose of the material with guidance;

(H develop vocabulary through the use of context clues, analysis of word parts, auditory clues, and reference
sources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, glossary);
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(g) identify and apply reading strategies, including decoding words, self-correcting, and rereading to compre-
hend; and
(h) ask questions and check predictions prior to, during, and after reading.

10.54.3022 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) decodeunknownwords combiningthe elements of phonics, grammatical structures, analysis of word parts,
and context to understand reading material;

(b) demonstrate understanding of and analyze literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view,
conflict);

(c) identify and compare literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration, irony, humor, dialogue);

(d) use features and organization of fiction and nonfiction material to comprehend complex material (e.g.,
paragraphs, chapters, titles, indices, tables of contents, graphs, charts, visuals);

(e) adjust fluency, rate and style of reading to the content and purpose of the material;

(H develop vocabulary through the use of context clues, analysis of word parts, auditory clues, and reference
sources, and construct general and specialized vocabularies related to specific academic areas, culture, and
technology;

(g) use a variety of reading strategies to comprehend meaning, including self-correcting, rereading, using
context, and adjusting rate; and

(h) ask questions, check predictions, and summarize information prior to, during, and after reading.

10.54.3023 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) decodeunknownwords combiningthe elements of phonics, grammatical structures, analysis of word parts,
word connotation and denotation, and context to understand reading material;

(b) identify, analyze, and evaluate literary elements (e.g., plot, character, theme, setting, point of view, conflict);

(c) identify, analyze, and evaluate the use of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration, irony,
humor, dialogue, satire, symbolism);

(d) use features and organization of fiction and nonfiction material to comprehend increasingly complex
material (e.g., paragraphs, chapters, titles, indices, tables of contents, graphs, charts, visuals, methods of organiza-
tion);

(e) adjust fluency, rate and style of reading to content and purpose of the material;

(H develop vocabulary through the use of context clues, analysis of word parts, auditory clues, and reference
sources, and expand and refine vocabulary related to specific academic areas, culture, and technology;

(g) use a variety of reading strategies to comprehend complex material, including self-correcting, rereading,
using context, and adjusting rate; and

(h) ask questions, check predictions, summarize, and reflect on information to monitor progress while taking
responsibility for directing one’s own reading.

10.54.3024 through 10.54.3029 reserved

10.54.3030 READING CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of reading content standard
3, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she sets goals, monitors, and evaluates his/her progress in reading.

10.54.3031 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) articulate strategies used to self-monitor reading progress and to overcome reading difficulties with
guidance from the teacher;

(b) describe reading successes and set reading goals; and

(c) select authors, subjects, print and nonprint material to share with others.

10.54.3032 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) articulate and evaluate strategies to self-monitor reading progress, overcome reading difficulties, and seek
guidance as needed;

(b) monitor reading successes and set reading goals; and

(c) select authors, subjects, and print and nonprint material, expressing reasons for recommendations.
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10.54.3033 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) articulate and evaluate strategies to solve reading problems, self-monitor progress, and direct one’s own
reading;

(b) analyze reading successes and attainment of reading goals; and

(c) select authors, subjects, and print and nonprint material, expressing reasons for recommendations, and
information and insights gained.

10.54.3034 through 10.54.3039 reserved

10.54.3040 READING CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of reading content standard
4, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she selects, reads, and responds to print and nonprint material for
a variety of purposes.

10.54.3041 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) identify a variety of purposes for reading (e.g., personal satisfaction, lifelong reading habits);

(b) solve a problem or answer a question through reading (e.g., signs, labels, instruction);

(c) perform tasks for a variety of purposes by reading (e.g., recipes, directions, schedules, maps, tables,
charts);

(d) read and provide oral, written, and/or artistic responses to diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues in
traditional and contemporary literature;

(e) read a variety of sources to demonstrate an understanding of current events (e.g., newspapers,
magazines); and

(H read and interpret information from a variety of documents and sources (e.g., memos, directories, maps,
tables, schedules, other technological material).

10.54.3042 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) establish and adjust the purposes for reading (e.g., personal satisfaction, lifelong reading habits, sharing
and reflecting upon the reading);

(b) read to organize and understand information, and to use material to investigate a topic (e.g., reference
material, manuals, public documents, newspapers, magazines, electronic information);

(c) read, interpret, and apply information to perform specific tasks (e.g., maps, travel books, first aid manuals,
catalogs);

(d) read, analyze, and provide oral, written, and/or artistic responsesto traditional and contemporary literature;

(e) identify recurring themes, perspectives, cultures, and issues by reading (e.g., identity, conflict, change);

(H read and identify civic and social responsibilities by interpreting and analyzing social rules (e.g.,
handbooks, newspapers, other information); and

(g) identify, locate, read, and interpret information from a variety of documents and sources (e.g., graphs,
tables, policy statements, television, internet).

10.54.3043 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) integrate purposes for reading into daily life (e.g., personal satisfaction, lifelong reading habits, reading as
a leisure activity, sharing and reflecting upon the reading);

(b) read to evaluate appropriate resource material for a specific task;

(c) locate, read, analyze, and interpret material to investigate a question, topic, or issue (e.g., reference
material, pamphlets, book excerpts, articles, letters, electronic information);

(d) read, analyze, and synthesize information to perform complex tasks for a variety of purposes (e.g.,
schedules, maps, instructions, consumer reports, technical manuals);

(e) read, analyze, evaluate, and provide oral, written, and/or artistic responses to traditional and contemporary
literature;

(H read and analyze works of various authors (e.g., diverse cultures, perspectives and issues, recurring
themes);
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() read, evaluate, and create material and documents related to social and civic responsibilities (e.g., letters
to the editor, posters); and

(h) locate, read, analyze, and evaluate information from a variety of sources (e.g., manuals, instructions,
flowcharts, television, internet).

10.54.3044 through 10.54.3049 reserved

10.54.3050 READING CONTENT STANDARD 5 (1) To satisfy the requirements of reading content standard
5, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she gathers, analyzes, synthesizes, and evaluates information from
a variety of sources, and communicates his/her findings in ways appropriate for his/her purpose and audience.

10.54.3051 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(8 identify and summarize similarities and differences using a single element such as character within a text
and between sources of information;

(b) make connections, integrate, and organize information from multiple sources;

(c) recognize authors’ points of view; and

(d) distinguish fact from opinion in various print and nonprint material.

10.54.3052 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) compare and contrast information and textual elements in print and nonprint material;

(b) make connections, explain relationships among a variety of sources, and integrate similar information;

(c) recognize authors’ points of view and purposes;

(d) recognize authors’ use of language and literary devices to influence readers; and

(e) recognize, express, and defend a point of view.

10.54.3053 BENCHMARK FOR READING CONTENT STANDARD 5 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for reading content standard 5 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) compare and contrast information and broad themes within and among a variety of information sources;

(b) logically synthesize information from a complex range of print and nonprint sources;

(c) apply basic principles of formal logic to print and nonprint material; and

(d) analyze use of evidence, logic, language devices, and bias as strategies to influence readers.

10.54.3054 through 10.54.3086 reserved

10.54.3087 ADVANCED READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-
grade student at the advanced reading level demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(&) demonstrates self-motivation and emerging independence as a learner;

(b) uses arich and varied reading and listening vocabulary;

(c) critically evaluates reading material and provides thorough and thoughtful responses to the text;

(d) critically judges and provides thorough, effective, and thoughtful oral, written, and/or artistic responses to
reading material;

(e) fluently and effectively applies, articulates, and self-monitors decoding and comprehension strategies;

(H accurately assesses and makes needed changes in reading strategies;

(g) generalizes topics, concepts, and feelings in reading selections to a variety of situations;

(h) consistently evaluates and monitors reading progress;

(i) eagerly sets and meets personal reading goals;

() chooses and successfully reads a variety of material for information and pleasure;

(k) identifies a variety of purposes for reading;

()  recognizes how authors compose and use literary devices for a variety of purposes;

(m) compares and contrasts information from several sources of reading; and

(n) distinguishes fact from opinion.

10.54.3088 PROFICIENT READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-
grade student at the proficient reading level demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:
(a) uses a substantial reading and listening vocabulary appropriate to fourth-grade level;
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(b) demonstrates an overall understanding of the reading material, providing inferential as well as literal
information;

(c) applies reading strategies and methods when reading content area material,

(d) effectively applies, articulates, and self-monitors decoding and comprehension strategies with grade-level
material;

(e) identifies a variety of purposes for reading;

(f  self-selects appropriate reading material to meet a variety of purposes;

(g) recognizes an author’s purpose;

(h) compares and integrates information from reading sources at grade level,

(i) extendsideasinthe reading material by making inferences, drawing conclusions, and making connections
to his/her own experiences; and

() distinguishes fact from opinion.

10.54.3089 NEARING PROFICIENCY READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4
(1) A fourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency reading level demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite
knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient reading. He/she:

(a) articulates the overall meaning of the reading material;

(b) uses a basic vocabulary to support content area reading material;

(c) recognizes, applies, and self-monitors strategies to decode and to comprehend at or near grade-level
material;

(d) usually demonstrates an understanding of the elements of fiction and nonfiction;

(e) makes obvious connections between the reading material and personal experiences, and extends these
ideas by making simple inferences;

() self-selects appropriate reading material to meet a specific purpose;

(g) sometimes recognizes the author’s purpose;

(h) often defines a purpose for reading;

(i) inconsistently compares and integrates information between sources; and

() sometimes distinguishes fact from opinion.

10.54.3090 NOVICE READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) Afourth-grade
student at the novice reading level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for
reading at each benchmark. He/she:

(&) shows strength in detail, but not main idea;

(b) randomly applies, articulates, and self-monitors decoding and comprehension strategies, seldom integrat-
ing, and using one strategy at a time;

(c) sometimes demonstrates an understanding of the elements of fiction and nonfiction;

(d) often limits reading selections;

(e) sometimes defines a purpose for reading;

() recognizes, with coaching, an author’s purpose;

() compares and integrates, with coaching, information from two sources at his/her reading level; and

(h) distinguishes, with coaching, fact from opinion at his/her reading level.

10.54.3091 ADVANCED READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-
grade student at the advanced reading level demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(&) demonstrates self-motivation and independence as a learner;

(b) describes abstract themes and ideas of the overall reading selection;

(c) consistently makes accurate predictions and connections between new material and prior knowledge,
interprets stated and inferred main ideas, and identifies important supporting details when reading material beyond
the eighth grade;

(d) flexibly combines and monitors a variety of strategies to fluently and critically read material with
comprehension, interpreting complex elements of fiction and nonfiction, literary devices, and vocabulary beyond
eighth- grade level;

(e) articulates and evaluates the strategies used to monitor reading progress;

() sets and meets reading goals;

(g) consistently self-selects a variety of material, defines purposes for reading them, and provides thorough,
thoughtful, and extensive responses;
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(h) analyzes both meaning and form and supports that analysis explicitly with examples from the reading
material;

(i) provides thorough, thoughtful, and extensive responses to the reading material; and

() compares, contrasts, integrates, evaluates, and extends information, language, and point of view from
many print or nonprint sources by relating it to his/her experiences and to world events.

10.54.3092 PROFICIENT READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-
grade student at the proficient reading level demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) consistently makes predictions and connections between new material and prior knowledge, locates and
interprets stated and inferred main ideas, and identifies important supporting details when reading material
appropriate to the eighth grade;

(b) combines and monitors a variety of strategies to fluently read material with comprehension, interpreting
elements of fiction and nonfiction, literary devices, and vocabulary at the eighth-grade level;

(c) articulates and evaluates the strategies used to monitor reading progress;

(d) sets and meets reading goals;

(e) self-selects appropriate material to meet reading purposes, and defines purposes for reading;

(H compares, contrasts, and integrates information, language, and points of view from many printand nonprint
sources by making clear inferences, drawing conclusions, and making connections to personal experiences, including
other reading experiences; and

(g) identifies some literary devices that authors use in composing text.

10.54.3093 NEARING PROFICIENCY READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8
(1) An eighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency reading level demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite
knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient reading. He/she:

(&) demonstrates a literal understanding of the reading material and makes some interpretations;

(b) makes some predictions and connections between new material and prior knowledge, usually locating
main ideas, and identifies some important supporting details when reading material appropriate to the eighth grade;

(c) sometimes combines strategies to read material with comprehension;

(d) sometimes interprets elements of fiction and nonfiction, literary devices, and vocabulary at the eighth-
grade level;

(e) sometimes articulates but seldom evaluates the strategies used to monitor reading progress;

() sets reading goals and sometimes meets them;

(g) sometimes self-selects appropriate material to meet a reading purpose; and

(h) compares information, language, and points of view between and among print or nonprint sources, but
seldom integrates information.

10.54.3094 NOVICE READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) Aneighth-grade
student at the novice reading level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for
reading at each benchmark. He/she:

(&) demonstrates a literal understanding of the reading material;

(b) makes few predictions and connections between new material and prior knowledge, usually locating main
ideas, but seldom identifies supporting details when reading material appropriate to the eighth grade;

(c) oftenrelies onone strategy to read material with incomplete comprehension, seldom interpreting elements
of fiction and nonfiction and literary devices;

(d) uses a limited eighth-grade reading vocabulary;

(e) seldom articulates the strategies used to monitor reading progress;

() rarely sets or meets reading goals; and

(g) compares information, language, and point of view from two print or nonprint sources.

10.54.3095 ADVANCED READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) Agraduating
student at the advanced reading level demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) is self-motivated, an independent learner, and extends and connects ideas;

(b) describes abstract themes and ideas in the overall reading material;

(c) consistently makes, confirms, and revises complex predictions, supports inferences, and analyzes and
evaluates causal relationships when reading increasingly complex material;

(d) consistently and accurately paraphrases, formulates complex arguments with strong supporting evidence,
and responds thoroughly, thoughtfully, and creatively to reading material;
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(e) effectively monitors and flexibly uses a variety of strategies to interpret the language, literary characteris-
tics, and overall intent of print and nonprint material;

(H uses an enriched reading vocabulary beyond the twelfth grade;

(g) successfully monitors his/her own reading progress;

(h) consistently sets ambitious reading goals as he/she selects, analyzes, and evaluates;

(i) self-selects material appropriate to a variety of reading purposes; and

() consistently applies complex thinking skills as he/she gathers, uses, and responds to information from a
variety of sources.

10.54.3096 PROFICIENT READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) Agraduating
student at the proficient reading level demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) makes, confirms, and revises predictions, explains inferences, and analyzes causal relationships when
reading material appropriate to twelfth grade;

(b) usually paraphrases accurately, formulates arguments with supporting evidence, and responds creatively
to reading material;

(c) monitorsand uses avariety of strategies to interpret the language, literary characteristics, and overall intent
of print and nonprint material;

(d) uses a substantial reading vocabulary appropriate to twelfth grade;

(e) monitors his/her own reading progress;

() sets and consistently meets reading goals;

(g) selects, analyzes, and evaluates material appropriate to a variety of reading purposes;

(h) applies complex thinking skills as he/she gathers, uses, and responds to information from a variety of
sources; and

(i) analyzes the author’s use of literary devises.

10.54.3097 NEARING PROFICIENCY READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1)
A graduating student at the nearing proficiency reading level demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge
and skills fundamental for proficient reading. He/she:

(&) makes predictions, identifies inferences, and describes causal relationships when reading material
appropriate to twelfth grade;

(b) frequently paraphrases accurately and formulates arguments with limited supporting evidence;

(c) monitors his/her reading but uses a limited variety of strategies to interpret the language, literary
characteristics, and overall intent of print and nonprint material;

(d) uses a limited twelfth-grade reading vocabulary;

(e) monitors his/her own reading progress and often sets reading goals while selecting, analyzing, and
evaluating material within a limited range of reading purposes;

() identifies elements of an author’s style;

(g) responds creatively to reading material; and

(h) occasionally applies complex thinking skills while gathering, using, and responding to information from a
variety of sources.

10.54.3098 NOVICE READING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating
student at the novice reading level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for
reading at each benchmark. He/she:

(&) makes simple predictions and inferences, but often does not grasp the meaning of causal relationships
when reading material appropriate to twelfth grade;

(b) sometimes accurately paraphrases, formulates arguments with limited supporting evidence, and provides
simple responses to reading material;

(c) sometimes monitors his/her use of strategies, but usually relies primarily on a few strategies to interpret
the language, literary characteristics, and overall intent of print and nonprint material with limited success;

(d) uses areading vocabulary below twelfth-grade level,

(e) sometimes monitors his/her own reading progress;

(H  with guidance, sets and meets reading goals while selecting, analyzing, and evaluating material in a limited
range of reading purposes; and

(g) compares and contrasts material, but infrequently analyzes or applies complex thinking skills to gather,
use, and respond to information from a limited number of sources.
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Sub-Chapter 31 Reserved

Literature Content and Performance Standards

Literature, a primary vehicle for teaching reading, attempts to show life in its uncertainties, complexities, and
imperfections, offering many insights for the reader. Responding to print and nonprint media allows participants to
experience vicariously other lives and to measure their own experiences against those of others. The exploration of
literature and films encourages students to become critical and reflective thinkers and to develop personal aesthetic

standards for print and nonprint media as art forms.
10.54.3201 through 10.54.3209 reserved

10.54.3210 LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of literature content
standard 1, a student must construct meaning as he/she comprehends, interprets, analyzes, and responds to literary
works.

10.54.3211 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences;

(b) identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works;

(c) retell key events of literary works in sequence;

(d) make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works;

(e) make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary works; and

() respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.

10.54.3212 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences and
explore questions about the impact of literary elements;

(b) identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details, and summarize ideas in own
words;

(c) summarize stories and identify major literary elements;

(d) compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements within and between works;

(e) draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works; and

() respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.

10.54.3213 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) propose and pursue questions and answers to the complex elements of literary works (e.qg., historical and
cultural influence, style, figures of speech);

(b) develop and define with textual support interpretations of complex literary works;

(c) analyze the major elements significant to the interpretation process (e.g., point of view, tone, dramatic
action);

(d) recognize, compare, contrast, make connections, and analyze approaches to literary elements in various
works;

(e) compare and contrast individual and group responses/reactions with author’s purpose/intent; and

(H demonstrate oral, written, and/or artistic responses to ideas and feelings generated in literary works.

10.54.3214 through 10.54.3219 reserved
10.54.3220 LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of literature content

standard 2, a student must recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the
meaning and impact of literary works.
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10.54.3221 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration);

(b) demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving);

(c) increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus,
glossary) to understand literary works; and

(d) identify how literary devices, forms, and language contribute to the meaning of literary works.

10.54.3222 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(8 identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description,
imagery);

(b) recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) and evaluate
their effectiveness;

(c) evaluate how vocabulary and language contribute to literary works; and

(d) demonstrate an understanding of how literary devices, forms, and language contribute to the impact of
literary works.

10.54.3223 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) discuss ways in which literary devices and elements (e.g., syntax, imagery, figurative language, allusion,
symbols, irony) produce a dominant tone, effect, or theme;

(b) analyze and critique the effectiveness of an author’s choice of literary devices/elements;

(c) recognize and articulate how language enhances meaning and conveys power to impact an individual and/
or society; and

(d) evaluate how literary devices, forms, and language contribute to the impact of awork on the reader/listener/
viewer.

10.54.3224 through 10.54.3229 reserved

10.54.3230 LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of literature content
standard 3, a student must reflect upon his/her literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.

10.54.3231 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment;

(b) selectprint/non-print works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme,
genre); and

(c) demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal
satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

10.54.3232 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) select avariety of literary works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, apprecia-
tion, and enjoyment;

(b) apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and express critical opinions about literary works; and

(c) demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal
satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

10.54.3233 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) use prior experience to select materials and articulate purposes for selection (e.g., learn, enjoy, persuade,
exchange information);

(b) develop and apply criteria to evaluate the reliability, authenticity, and literary merit of information conveyed
in a literary work; and

(c) recognize literary works as vehicles for acquiring new information, responding to social and workplace
needs, and discovering and gaining personal fulfillment.
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10.54.3234 through 10.54.3239 reserved

10.54.3240 LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of literature content
standard 4, a student must interact with print and non-print literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, and
traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.

10.54.3241 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

() select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works;

(b) respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues
(e.g., American Indian works); and

(c) create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and
visual and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).

10.54.3242 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

() select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works;

(b) respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues
(e.g., American Indian works); and

(c) create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and
visual and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).

10.54.3243 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) select, read, listen to, and view a variety of traditional and contemporary works from diverse cultures (e.g.,
American Indian works), genders, genres, historical periods, and styles;

(b) demonstrate how factors of history and culture, gender and genre, influence and give meaning to literature;

(c) create andshare responsesto literary works (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing, dramatize,
produce multimedia presentations); and

(d) analyze diverse literature to identify and compare common human experiences within and between
cultures.

10.54.3244 through 10.54.3249 reserved

10.54.3250 LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 5 (1) To satisfy the requirements of literature content
standard 5, a student must use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of
ideas, concepts, and issues.

10.54.3251 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) identify how culture, ideas, and issues influence literary works;

(b) compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary work; and

(c) make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences.

10.54.3252 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) examine and explain how history, culture, ideas, and issues influence literary works;

(b) compare and contrast a variety of perspectives of self, others, and world issues through a selection of
literary works; and

(c) use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g.,
philosophical, ethical, aesthetic).

10.54.3253 BENCHMARK FOR LITERATURE CONTENT STANDARD 5 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for literature content standard 5 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) examine, explain, and evaluate various perspectives concerning community, national, and world issues
reflected in literary works;

(b) identify and respond to philosophical assumptions and basic beliefs underlying selected texts;
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(c) recognize patterns, symbols, and universal themes present across literary works and relate those to
personal experience; and

(d) investigate and reportways in which authors, their works, and their styles have impacted or been influenced
by social and cultural issues or events.

10.54.3254 through 10.54.3286 reserved

10.54.3287 ADVANCED LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) Afourth-
grade student at the advanced level of literature demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) accurately comprehends material at the literal level and sometimes at the figurative level;

(b) makes predictions and connections within and between literary works;

(c) interprets as a reader, listener, and viewer how language affects the meaning of literary works;

(d) confidently identifies the language and literary tools that contribute to the meaning;

(e) evaluates how language and literary tools contribute to the impact of literary works;

(H  purposefully selects print and non-print material from diverse cultures and viewpoints to fulfill needs; and

(g) demonstrates the depth of understanding by sharing responses to a variety of literary works.

10.54.3288 PROFICIENT LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A
fourth-grade student at the proficient level of literature demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) comprehends material at the literal level, but has difficulty at the figurative level;

(b) makes predictions and connections within and between literary works;

(c) demonstrates an understanding of how language affects the meaning of literary works as areader, listener,
and viewer;

(d) identifies the language and literary tools that contribute to meaning;

(e) purposefully selects print and non-print materials from diverse cultures and viewpoints to fulfill needs; and

() explores creative ways to share appropriate and unique responses to a variety of literary works.

10.54.3289 NEARING PROFICIENCY LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE
4 (1) Afourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of literature demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite
skills and knowledge fundamental for proficiency in literature. He/she:

(&) usually comprehends material at the literal level;

(b) makes obvious predictions and connections within and between those works;

(c) demonstrates an understanding of how language affects the meaning of literary works as areader, listener,
and viewer;

(d) usually identifies the language and literary tools that contribute to the meaning of literary works;

(e) sometimes purposefully selects print and non-print materials from diverse cultures and viewpoints to fulfill
needs; and

(H occasionally explores creative ways to share responses to a variety of literary works, but often relies on
predictable or mechanical methods.

10.54.3290 NOVICE LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-
grade student at the novice level of literature is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are
fundamental at each benchmark in literature. He/she:

(&) seldom comprehends material at the literal level;

(b) makes obvious predictions and connections, with assistance, within and between literary works;

(c) occasionally identifies how language affects the meaning of literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) has difficulty identifying and/or discussing the language and literary tools that contribute to meaning;

(e) randomly selects print and non-print material from diverse cultures and viewpoints; and

(fH uses limited methods to share responses to a variety of literary works.

10.54.3291 ADVANCED LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An
eighth-grade student at the advanced level of literature demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) accurately comprehends material at the literal level and frequently at the figurative level;

(b) makes complex predictions and meaningful connections when analyzing and responding to literary works;

(c) consistently and thoughtfully interprets and evaluates as areader, listener, and viewer how literary devices,
forms, and language impact literary works;
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(d) willingly and confidently responds to a variety of literary works demonstrating individualized generalizations
and thoughtful comparisons and hypotheses; and
(e) expresses a clear, personalized criteria for evaluation of judgements of quality.

10.54.3292 PROFICIENT LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An
eighth-grade student at the proficient level of literature demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) comprehends material at the literal level and is gaining understanding at the figurative level;

(b) effectively uses sequencing, comparing, contrasting, and predicting to analyze and respond to literary
works;

(c) competently identifies and interprets how literary devices, forms, and language impact literary works as a
reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) consistently and purposefully selects a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for the choices; and

(e) recognizes how the time period and other relevant situations produce a work’s context.

10.54.3293 NEARING PROFICIENCY LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE
8 (1) Aneighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of literature demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite
skills and knowledge fundamental for proficiency in literature. He/she:

(&) usually comprehends material at the literal level and sometimes, with assistance, at the figurative level;

(b) makes obvious predictions and brief descriptions when analyzing and responding to literary works;

(c) identifies literary devices, forms, and language, and describes how these impact literary works as a reader,
listener, and viewer;

(d) purposefully selects a variety of literary works, briefly expressing reasons for choices; and

(e) occasionally shares responses to literature, demonstrating knowledge of literary form and structure.

10.54.3294 NOVICE LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-
grade student at the novice level of literature is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are
fundamental at each benchmark in literature. He/she:

(&) usually comprehends material at the literal level but seldom at the figurative level;

(b) makes simple predictions and brief descriptions when responding to literary works;

(c) infrequently identifies literary devices, forms, and languages and, with assistance, describes how these
impact literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) selects literary works, yet has difficulty expressing reasons for choices; and

(e) oftenfocusesonrestatementof story and summarization with little comparison or investigation of the work’s
meaning or form.

10.54.3295 ADVANCED LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A
graduating student at the advanced level of literature demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(&) accurately and completely comprehends material at both literal and figurative levels;

(b) seeks out increasingly complex and diverse material;

(c) develops and defends multiple analytic and interpretive responses to those works;

(d) demonstrates the inquiry process through the articulation of greater insight and higher level skills;

(e) connects prior literary experiences to purposeful selection and evaluation of material based on reliability,
authenticity, and literary merit; and

(H experiments with a range of original and sophisticated ways to communicate independently designed
responses to a variety of literary works.

10.54.3296 PROFICIENT LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A
graduating student at the proficient level of literature demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) comprehends material at both literal and figurative levels;

(b) develops and defends multiple analytic and interpretive responses to literary works;

(c) analyzes and critiques how language and literary tools create and enhance the meaning and impact of
literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) thoughtfully uses prior experience to purposefully select material to fulfill needs;

(e) applies criteria to evaluate the reliability, authenticity, and merit of literary works; and

(H consistently creates and shares unique and reasonable responses to a variety of literary works.
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10.54.3297 NEARING PROFICIENCY LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION
(1) Agraduating student at the nearing proficiency level of literature demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite skills
and knowledge fundamental for proficiency in literature. He/she:

(&) comprehends material at the literal level but only occasionally at the figurative level,

(b) develops and pursues questions and answers in his/her responses to literary works;

(c) recognizes and discusses how language and literary tools influence the meaning and impact of literary
works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) uses prior experience to select material;

(e) occasionally applies criteria that assesses reliability, authenticity, and literary merit; and

(H relies on more predictable and limited forms to share responses to a variety of literary works.

10.54.3298 NOVICE LITERATURE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating
student atthe novice level of literature is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental
at each benchmark in literature. He/she:

(&) comprehends materials on the literal level, but rarely at the figurative level;

(b) recognizes interpretive responses to literary works, but finds difficulty discussing the effectiveness of
literary tools;

(c) reluctantly interacts with literary works;

(d) has difficulty connecting personal literary experiences to personal life experiences; and

(e) waits for encouragement, hesitates to share, and usually limits responses to assigned products.

Sub-Chapter 33 Reserved

Writing Content and Performance Standards

The standards set in this document represent what research and experience have described as important in the
process of writing. Writing is essential to thinking and learning. As a strategic, problem-solving process, writing is a
key element of communication and a critical part of comprehension. In addition to being a developmental basic skill,
writing is also indispensable to critical, ethical, and creative thinking. Writers use a range of skills and strategies in the
process of writing to communicate with diverse audiences and for diverse purposes. Writing proficiency enables
individuals to learn, make connections between their own and others’ experiences, create meaning, and evaluate

information.
10.54.3401 through 10.54.3409 reserved

10.54.3410 WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of writing content standard
1, a student must write clearly and effectively.

10.54.3411 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) organize text in paragraphs with clear beginning, middle, and end;

(b) develop a main idea through some supporting details;

(c) demonstrate awareness of personal voice, sentence structure, and word choice; and

(d) apply conventions of standard written English (e.g., spelling, punctuation, usage) appropriate for grade
level and purpose.

10.54.3412 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) organize textin paragraphs with clear beginning, middle, and end, using transitions and logical sequence;

(b) develop a main idea through relevant supporting details;

(c) demonstrate some control of personal voice, sentence structure, and word choice; and

(d) apply conventions of standard written English (e.g., spelling, punctuation, usage) appropriate for grade
level and purpose.
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10.54.3413 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) organize text in paragraphs with clear beginning, middle, and end, using effective transitions and logical
sequence;

(b) develop and elaborate main ideas through relevant and specific supporting details;

(c) demonstrate purposeful control of personal voice, sentence structure, and word choice; and

(d) apply conventions of standard written English (e.g., spelling, punctuation, usage) appropriate for grade
level and purpose.

10.54.3414 through 10.54.3419 reserved

10.54.3420 WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of writing content standard
2, a student must apply a range of skills and strategies in the writing process.

(1) The benchmark for writing content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(& plan writing by generating and organizing ideas and by considering purpose and audience;

(b) write a draft that captures and organizes ideas;

(c) revise writing at the word, sentence, and paragraph levels using feedback and guidance from others;
(d) edit, with assistance, by correcting errors (e.g., grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, usage); and
(e) share/publish a legible final product.

10.54.3422 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) planwriting by generating and organizing ideas through a variety of strategies and by considering purpose
and audience;

(b) write one or more drafts that capture and organize ideas;

(c) revise writing at the word, sentence, and paragraph levels using feedback from others;

(d) edit, with some assistance, by correcting errors (e.g., grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling,
usage); and

(e) share/publish a legible final product.

10.54.3423 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) plan writing by generating ideas through a variety of strategies, and organize by analyzing purpose and
audience;

(b) write one or more drafts that capture, explore, and organize ideas;

(c) revise writing by seeking feedback from others and making appropriate changes to improve text;

(d) edit by correcting errors (e.g., grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, usage); and

(e) share/publish a legible final product.

10.54.3424 through 10.54.3429 reserved

10.54.3430 WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of writing content standard
3, a student must evaluate and reflect on his/her growth as a writer.

10.54.3431 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) set goals and become aware of successes in own and others’ writing;

(b) share writing with others, listen to responses, ask questions, and offer positive comments to others; and

(c) identify his/her strengths as a writer.

10.54.3432 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) setgoals and analyze successes in one’s own and others’ writing;

(b) share and discuss one’s own and others’ writing for improvement and growth as a writer; and

(c) identify and describe strengths and weaknesses as a writer.
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10.54.3433 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) setgoals and evaluate successes in one’s own and others’ writing;

(b) seek and use feedback from others and offer constructive criticism to others; and

(c) analyze and evaluate strengths and weaknesses as a writer.

10.54.3434 through 10.54.3439 reserved

10.54.3440 WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of writing content standard
4, a student must write for a variety of purposes and audiences.

10.54.3441 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) identify the purpose for his/her writing and write appropriately;

(b) choose audiences (e.g., self, peers, adults) appropriate to purposes and topics; and

(c) experience writing in different genre (e.g., descriptive writing).

10.54.3442 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) identify and articulate the purpose for his/her writing and write appropriately;

(b) choose audiences (e.g., self, peers, adults) appropriate to purposes and topics; and

(c) experience writing in different genre (e.g., narrative writing).

10.54.3443 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) identify and articulate the purpose for his/her writing and write appropriately;

(b) choose audiences (e.g., self, peers, adults) appropriate to purposes and topics; and

(c) experience writing in various genre (e.g., expository and persuasive writing).

10.54.3444 through 10.54.3449 reserved

10.54.3450 WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 5 (1) To satisfy the requirements of writing content standard
5, a student must recognize the structures of various forms and apply these characteristics to his/her own writing.

10.54.3451 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) identify the characteristics of different forms (e.g., poetry, fiction, nonfiction, technical, simple report); and

(b) write using characteristics of different forms.

10.54.3452 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) identify and analyze characteristics of different forms (e.g., narrative, journal, technical); and

(b) write using characteristics of different forms.

10.54.3453 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 5 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 5 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) identify, analyze, and evaluate characteristics of different forms (e.g., multi-paragraph essay, persuasive,
expository, argumentative); and

(b) write using characteristics of different forms.

10.54.3454 through 10.54.3459 reserved
10.54.3460 WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 6 (1) To satisfy the requirements of writing content standard

6, a student must use the inquiry process, problem-solving strategies, and resources to synthesize and communicate
information.
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10.54.3461 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 6 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 6 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(8) pose questions or identify problems;

(b) use selected technologies and information sources;

(c) identify explanations or solutions, and draw a conclusion based on the information; and

(d) share information in appropriate ways for intended audiences.

10.54.3462 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 6 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 6 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(8) pose questions or identify problems;

(b) find and use a variety of technologies and information sources;

(c) identify several explanations or solutions, and draw conclusions based on his/her analysis of the
information; and

(d) share information in appropriate ways for intended audiences.

10.54.3463 BENCHMARK FOR WRITING CONTENT STANDARD 6 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for writing content standard 6 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(8) pose questions or identify problems;

(b) find, evaluate, and use a variety of technologies and information sources;

(c) identify and investigate alternative explanations or solutions, and use criteria to draw and defend
conclusions based on his/her analysis and evaluation of the information; and

(d) share information in appropriate ways for intended audiences.

10.54.3464 through 10.54.3486 reserved

10.54.3487 ADVANCED WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-
grade student at the advanced level of writing demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(&) writes clearly and effectively by exhibiting strong organization, concrete development, and appropriate
conventions/mechanics;

(b) applies and experiments with a variety of skills and strategies in the writing process as he/she develops
control of his/her writing;

(c) shares and discusses his/her own writing and the writing of others to help make significant revisions;

(d) writes, with assistance, for a variety of purposes and audiences and easily writes in different genre,
including descriptive writing;

(e) frequently proceeds with independent inquiries, with initial guidance; and

() often uses a range of resources to seek information, solve problems, and communicate.

10.54.3488 PROFICIENT WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-
grade student at the proficient level of writing demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) writes clearly and effectively by organizing the text with a clear beginning, middle, and end;

(b) applies basic skills and strategies in the writing process as he/she develops as a writer;

(c) shares and discusses his/her own writing and the writing of others;

(d) recognizes and regularly practices using various forms of writing;

(e) writes, with assistance, for a variety of purposes and audiences; and

() responds to guided inquiry as he/she learns to search out information, solve problems, and communicate.

10.54.3489 NEARING PROFICIENCY WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1)
A fourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of writing demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite
knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient writing. He/she:

(&) sometimes writes clearly and effectively by organizing text with a basic beginning, middle, and end;

(b) applies basic skills and limited strategies in the writing process as he/she develops as a writer;

(c) sometimes shares and discusses his/her writing and the writing of others to make limited changes in the
text;

(d) recognizes and begins to write, with assistance, in basic forms of writing, including descriptive writing;

(e) writes for a specific purpose and with some sense of audience; and

()  conducts inquiries, with support, to find information to communicate.
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10.54.3490 NOVICE WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-grade
student at the novice level of writing is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient
writing. He/she:

(&) writes with limited clarity or effectiveness;

(b) shows some emerging level of organization;

(c) demonstrates limited awareness of the structure of his/her writing;

(d) requires frequent guidance to apply basic skills and limited strategies as he/she learns to write;

(e) shares his/her writing although his/her discussion usually lacks substance or focus;

()  requires guidance to recognize various forms of writing, including descriptive writing;

(g) writes with a limited purpose, often showing no awareness of audience; and

(h) needs assistance to conduct inquiries, find information, and communicate.

10.54.3491 ADVANCED WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-
grade student at the advanced level of writing demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) writes clearly and effectively by independently applying a range of skills and strategies to revise his/her
writing;

(b) eagerly seeks feedback to evaluate his/her writing and reflect on his/her growth as a writer;

(c) identifies variations within writing forms and experiments as he/she applies these characteristics to his/her
writing and in an expanded range of genre, including narrative writing;

(d) successfully writes for a variety of purposes and audiences;

(e) initiates his/her own inquiries; and

() uses current technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3492 PROFICIENT WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-
grade student at the proficient level of writing demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) writes clearly and effectively by applying a range of skills and strategies in the writing process;

(b) demonstrates the ability to respond to feedback, evaluate his/her writing, and reflect on his/her growth as
a writer;

(c) typically recognizes the structures of various forms of writing and applies these characteristics as he/she
writes for a variety of purposes and audiences and in an expanded range of genre, including narrative writing; and

(d) initiates his/her own inquiries and uses current technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3493 NEARING PROFICIENCY WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1)
An eighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of writing demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite
knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient writing. He/she:

(a) occasionally writes clearly and effectively by applying, with assistance, a range of skills and strategies in
the writing process;

(b) sometimes demonstrates the ability to evaluate writing and reflects on his/her growth as a writer;

(c) recognizes and applies some characteristics of some forms of writing;

(d) writes for a narrow range of purposes and audiences, and has limited practice in narrative writing;

(e) sometimes initiates his/her own inquiries; and

() uses current and emerging technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3494 NOVICE WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) Aneighth-grade
student at the novice level of writing is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient
writing. He/she:

(&) rarely writes clearly and effectively without assistance;

(b) applies a limited range of skills and strategies in the writing process;

(c) isreluctant to revise and needs assistance to evaluate his/her writing;

(d) demonstrates confusion about forms and has difficulty applying the characteristics to his/her writing;

(e) often lacks purpose and needs guidance to identify an audience or practice in narrative writing at a basic
level;

() requires direction and support to conduct inquiries; and

(g) often uses current and emerging technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3495 ADVANCED WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating
student at the advanced level of writing demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

Rev. 6/01 Content and Performance Standards Chapter 54-27



(a) consistently writes clearly and effectively, often about sophisticated subjects;

(b) applies arange of skills and strategies in the writing process, eagerly seeking and responding to feedback
and polishing his/her writing;

(c) independently evaluates writing and reflects on his/her growth as a writer;

(d) recognizes different levels of meaning as well as sophisticated variations within forms of writing;

(e) takes risks and applies these characteristics to his/her own writing;

(H writes fluently for a variety of purposes and in different genre, including expository and persuasive, usually
satisfying audiences;

(g) demonstrates self-directed inquiry; and

(h) makes effective use of current and emerging technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3496 PROFICIENT WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) Agraduating
student at the proficient level of writing demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) writes clearly and effectively by applying a range of skills and strategies in the writing process;

(b) often seeks and responds to feedback to evaluate and revise writing, as well as reflect on his/her growth
as a writer;

(c) recognizes variations within the forms and often identifies different levels of meaning;

(d) occasionally takes risks when applying these characteristics to write for a variety of purposes and
audiences, and in different genre, including expository and persuasive writing;

(e) initiates his/her own inquiries; and

() uses current and emerging technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3497 NEARING PROFICIENCY WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1)
A graduating student at the nearing proficiency level of writing demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge
and skills fundamental for proficient writing. He/she:

(&) often writes clearly and effectively by applying a limited range of skills and strategies;

(b) still needs assistance to revise work in response to feedback;

(c) often needs guidance to evaluate work and reflect on his/her growth as a writer;

(d) recognizes the forms of writing and applies basic characteristics to his/her own writing;

(e) writes for a limited range of purposes and audiences, and has some experience writing in different genre,
including expository and persuasive writing;

()  conducts inquiries, with assistance; and

(g) uses current technologies and information sources to communicate.

10.54.3498 NOVICE WRITING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A graduating
student at the novice level of writing is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient
writing. He/she:

(a) occasionally writes clearly at a basic level by applying selected skills and strategies;

(b) needs assistance to write effectively;

(c) isreluctant to revise and needs guidance to evaluate his/her writing or respond to feedback;

(d) demonstrates limited understanding of his/her growth as a writer;

(e) recognizes basic forms of writing and applies some basic characteristics to his/her writing;

()  often lacks purpose in writing, including expository and persuasive, and writes for a limited audience;

(@) seldom conducts inquiries; and

(h) uses current technologies and information sources, with assistance, to communicate.

Sub-Chapter 35 Reserved

Speaking and Listening Content and Performance Standards

Oral communication is the bridge to the future. It provides the basis of language development, thinking, gather-
ing information, and shaping how we see ourselves and how others see us. Studies show that over 80 percent of
communication is spent in speaking and listening, which lends credence to the belief that teaching these skills is not
just desirable, but critical. It is the responsibility of education to ensure that students are prepared for their roles as
family members, workers, and citizens through oral communication instruction.
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The National Communication Association defines speaking as “the uniquely human act or process of transmit-
ting and exchanging information, ideas, and emotions using oral language” while listening is “the process of receiv-
ing, constructing meaning from, and responding to spoken and/or nonverbal messages.”

10.54.3601 through 10.54.3609 reserved

10.54.3610 SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of
speaking and listening content standard 1, a student must demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the
communication process.

10.54.3611 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF
GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the
ability to:

(&) recognize the important role of speaking and listening in daily life; and

(b) identify oneself in various roles in the communication process and recognize the shared communication
responsibilities of the speaker and the listener.

10.54.3612 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF
GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the
ability to:

(a) observe and describe the importance of speaking and listening in personal relationships; and

(b) identify and define the components of the communication process.

10.54.3613 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUA-
TION (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability
to:

(&) explain the importance of effective oral communication in creating meaning, influencing thought, and
making decisions; and

(b) identify and analyze the relationships among the components of the communication process.

10.54.3614 through 10.54.3619 reserved

10.54.3620 SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of
speaking and listening content standard 2, a student must distinguish among and use appropriate types of speaking
and listening for a variety of purposes.

10.54.3621 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF
GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the
ability to:

(&) recognize the techniques of listening in a variety of situations (e.g., focusing attention, reflecting,
interpreting, analyzing, responding to messages);

(b) demonstrate appropriate speaking and listening behaviors in communicating with peers and others in
formal and informal classroom situations;

(c) speak and listen effectively for a range of purposes (e.g., reading aloud and listening to oral readings,
sharing and listening to personal experiences, presenting and listening to oral reports, clearly giving and understand-
ing directions and instructions);

(d) identify and appropriately use different types of presentations (e.g., storytelling, narrative, description); and

(e) identify and use different types of listening appropriate to the listening situation (e.g., casual, appreciative,
attentive).

10.54.3622 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF
GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the
ability to:

(&) analyze one’s own techniques of listening in a variety of situations (e.g., focusing attention, reflecting,
interpreting, analyzing, responding to messages);

(b) demonstrate appropriate speaking and listening behaviors in communicating with various audiences;

Rev. 6/01 Content and Performance Standards Chapter 54-29



(c) speakandlisten effectively for an expanded range of purposes (e.g., giving and understanding information,
presenting and appreciating creative performances, delivering and analyzing persuasive messages);

(d) identify and appropriately use different types of presentations (e.qg., reports, expository speeches, dramatic
presentations, persuasive appeals); and

(e) identify and use different types of listening appropriate to the listening situation (e.g., interpretive and
empathic listening).

10.54.3623 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUA-
TION (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability
to:

(a) explain, apply, and evaluate one’s own and others’ techniques of listening in a variety of situations (e.g.,
focusing attention, reflecting, interpreting, analyzing, responding to messages);

(b) demonstrate effective adjustment of speaking and listening behaviors in communicating with various
audiences;

(c) speak and listen effectively for a broad range of purposes (e.g., delivering and evaluating entertaining or
inspiring messages, presenting and critically evaluating problems and solutions);

(d) identify and use different types of presentations appropriate to the purpose for speaking (e.g., impromptu,
extemporaneous, manuscript, memorized deliveries, inter-personal endeavors); and

(e) identify and use different types of listening appropriate to the listening situation (e.g., critical listening).

10.54.3624 through 10.54.3629 reserved

10.54.3630 SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of
speaking and listening content standard 3, a student must apply a range of skills and strategies to speaking and
listening.

10.54.3631 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF
GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the
ability to:

(&8 communicate in a focused and organized manner;

(b) select and use appropriate verbal language to convey intended meaning;

(c) identify and begin to use appropriate verbal and non-verbal skills to enhance presentations and manage
communication anxiety;

(d) monitor understanding by identifying and using strategies (e.g., asking relevant questions, restating
information);

(e) distinguish new from familiar material, significant from insignificant information, fact from opinion, and
fantasy from reality;

(H draw connections between one’s experiences, information, and insights, and experiences communicated
by others;

(g) identify characteristics of enjoyable listening experiences by examining rhythm in music and visualization
of images; and

(h) identify, anticipate, and manage barriers to listening.

10.54.3632 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF
GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the
ability to:

(a8 communicate with a clear purpose, well-developed organization, and support from a variety of sources;

(b) use verbal language appropriate to occasion, audience, and topic;

(c) explain and appropriately use verbal and non-verbal skills to enhance presentations and manage
communication anxiety;

(d) monitor understanding by identifying and using strategies (e.g., inquiring, taking notes, summarizing oral
and visual clues);

(e) distinguish information from persuasion, and logic from emotion;

(H compare and contrast one’s own experiences, information, and insights with the message received in a
variety of communication situations;

() compare and contrast enjoyable listening experiences by examining different renditions of the same work
(e.g., same selection interpreted by different performers); and

Rev. 6/01 Content and Performance Standards Chapter 54-30



(h) identify, anticipate, and manage barriers to listening.

10.54.3633 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUA-
TION (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability
to:

(a8 communicate with anidentifiable thesis, logically developed points with appropriate supporting resources,
and clear sequencing of ideas and transitions;

(b) useinformal, standard, and technical verbal language effectively tofitthe purpose, audience, occasion, and
task;

(c) apply, analyze, and evaluate effective verbal and non-verbal skills to enhance presentations and manage
communication anxiety;

(d) monitor understanding by identifying and using strategies (e.g., asking probing questions, paraphrasing,
interpreting, evaluating oral and visual clues);

(e) recognize and analyze points of view, purposes, emotional appeals, and logical fallacies in verbal and
nonverbal messages;

(H compare and contrast one’s experiences, information, and insights with the message in a variety of
communication situations;

(g) analyze andevaluate aesthetic listening experiences by examining speakers’ style, interpreting characters
in a dialogue, and studying the projection of emotion; and

(h) identify, anticipate, and manage barriers to listening.

10.54.3634 through 10.54.3639 reserved

10.54.3640 SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of
speaking and listening content standard 4, a student must identify, analyze, and evaluate the impacts of effective
speaking and evaluative listening.

10.54.3641 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF
GRADE 4 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the
ability to:

(a) identify the characteristics of effective speaking and listening;

(b) reflect on one’s effectiveness as a speaker and as a listener, and set personal goals; and

(c) show respect for the feelings and values of others when speaking and listening.

10.54.3642 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF
GRADE 8 (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the
ability to:

(a) analyze and apply the characteristics of effective speaking and evaluative listening;

(b) use feedback to evaluate one’s own effectiveness as a speaker and as a listener, and set personal goals;
and

(c) explainthe importance of speaking and listening in our democratic society within a culturally diverse world.

10.54.3643 BENCHMARK FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUA-
TION (1) The benchmark for speaking and listening content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability
to:

(a) analyze the characteristics and evaluate the impact of informative, persuasive, and artistic presentations
of self, peers, public figures, and the media;

(b) use feedback to evaluate one’s own effectiveness as a speaker and as a listener, and set personal goals;
and

(c) analyze the legal and ethical issues associated with responsible communication.

10.54.3644 through 10.54.3686 reserved
10.54.3687 ADVANCED SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF

GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-grade student at the advanced level in speaking and listening demonstrates superior
performance. He/she:
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(a) displays extensive understanding of the importance of one’s roles and responsibilities when speaking and
listening in daily life;

(b) effectively uses appropriate speaking and listening behaviors in the classroom during oral readings,
directions, and sharing personal experiences;

(c) applies a range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., clear focus, organization, delivery);

(d) fluently applies a range of skills and strategies (e.g., questioning, restating, distinguishing types of
information, drawing connections to oneself);

(e) effectively examines the characteristics of enjoyable listening experiences;

() consistently identifies characteristics of effective speaking and listening and appropriately modifies own
behavior; and

(@) shows respect for the feelings and values of others when speaking and listening.

10.54.3688 PROFICIENT SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF
GRADE 4 (1) A fourth-grade student at the proficient level in speaking and listening demonstrates solid academic
performance. He/she:

(&) recognizes the importance of one’s roles and responsibilities when speaking and listening in daily life;

(b) uses appropriate speaking and listening behaviors in the classroom during oral readings, directions, and
sharing personal experiences;

(c) applies a range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., clear focus, organization, delivery);

(d) applies a range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., questioning, restating, distinguishing types of
information, drawing connections to oneself);

(e) examines the characteristics of enjoyable listening experiences;

(H identifies characteristics of effective speaking and listening and appropriately modifies own communication
behavior; and

(@) shows respect for the feelings and values of others when speaking and listening.

10.54.3689 NEARING PROFICIENCY SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR
END OF GRADE 4 (1) Afourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level in speaking and listening demonstrates
partial mastery of prerequisite skills and knowledge fundamental for proficient speaking and listening. He/she:

(&) sometimes recognizes the importance of one’s roles and responsibilities when speaking and listening in
daily life;

(b) sometimes uses appropriate speaking and listening behaviors in the classroom during oral readings,
directions, and sharing personal experiences;

(c) applies alimited range of speaking skills and strategies, but is not always focused, organized, or clear in
delivery;

(d) appliesalimited range of listening skills and strategies, but is not always effective in questioning, restating,
distinguishing types of information, or drawing connections to one’s experiences;

(e) enjoys some listening and is beginning to identify the characteristics of enjoyable listening experiences;

(H begins to identify the characteristics of effective speaking and listening, but infrequently modifies
communication behavior; and

(@) shows some respect for the feelings and values of others when speaking and listening.

10.54.3690 NOVICE SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 4
(1) Afourth-grade student at the novice level in speaking and listening is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge
and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in speaking and listening. He/she:

(a) is beginning to recognize the importance of one’s roles and responsibilities when speaking and listening
in daily life;

(b) seldom uses appropriate speaking and listening behaviors in the classroom during oral readings,
directions, and sharing personal experiences;

(c) sometimes applies a limited range of speaking skills and strategies, but is seldom focused, organized, or
clear in delivery;

(d) sometimes applies alimited range of listening skills and strategies, but has difficulty questioning, restating,
distinguishing types of information, or drawing connections to one’s experiences;

(e) enjoys some listening experiences, but has difficulty identifying the characteristics of the presentations;

(H identifies a limited number of the characteristics of effective speaking and listening, and shows a limited
ability to modify communication behavior; and

(@) shows little respect for the feelings and values of others when speaking and listening.
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10.54.3691 ADVANCED SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF
GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-grade student at the advanced level of speaking and listening demonstrates superior
performance. He/she:

(a) displays extensive understanding of communication as an important process and communicates easily to
develop and maintain personal relationships;

(b) effectively chooses appropriate types of speaking and listening for a variety of purposes;

(c) uses a complex range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., a clear purpose, controlled organization,
varied support, appropriate language);

(d) uses a complex range of listening skills and strategies (e.g., inquiry, note taking, summarizing), while
distinguishing between information and opinion, and relating messages to one’s experiences;

(e) thoughtfully compares and contrasts enjoyable listening experiences;

(H analyzes communication impacts and effectively modifies speaking and listening behaviors; and

(g) displays extensive understanding of the complexity of communication in our democratic society within a
culturally diverse world.

10.54.3692 PROFICIENT SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF
GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-grade student at the proficient level of speaking and listening demonstrates solid academic
performance. He/she:

(a) describes speaking and listening as important processes, and uses communication to develop and
maintain personal relationships;

(b) recognizes and applies appropriate types of speaking and listening for a variety of purposes;

(c) applies a range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., a clear purpose, controlled organization, varied
support, appropriate language);

(d) appliesarange of listening skills and strategies (e.g., inquiry, note taking, summarizing), while distinguish-
ing between information and opinion, and relating messages to one’s experiences;

(e) compares and contrasts enjoyable listening experiences;

(H analyzes communication impacts and selects modifications to speaking and listening behaviors; and

(g) consistently identifies and describes the importance of communication in our democratic society within a
culturally diverse world.

10.54.3693 NEARING PROFICIENCY SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR
END OF GRADE 8 (1) Aneighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level in speaking and listening demonstrates
a partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient speaking and listening. He/she:

(&) sometimes recognizes speaking and listening as important processes and uses communication, with
assistance, to develop and maintain personal relationships;

(b) sometimes recognizes and applies, with assistance, appropriate types of speaking and listening for a
variety of purposes;

(c) sometimes applies a range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., a clear purpose, controlled organization,
varied support, appropriate language);

(d) sometimes applies a range of listening skills and strategies (e.g., inquiry, note taking, summarizing), while
distinguishing between information and opinion, and relating messages to one’s experiences;

(e) contrasts, but seldom compares enjoyable listening experiences;

(H sometimes identifies communication impacts, but has difficulty modifying speaking and listening behav-
iors; and

(g) has limited recognition of the importance of communication in our democratic society within a culturally
diverse world.

10.54.3694 NOVICE SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR END OF GRADE 8
(1) An eighth-grade student at the novice level in speaking and listening is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge
and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in speaking and listening. He/she:

(&) seldom recognizes speaking and listening as important processes and has difficulty communicating to
develop and maintain personal relationships;

(b) recognizes and applies appropriate types of speaking and listening for limited purposes;

(c) appliesalimited range of speaking skills and strategies (e.g., clear purpose, controlled organization, varied
support, appropriate language);

(d) applies alimited range of listening skills and strategies (e.g., inquiry, note taking, summarizing), and has
difficulty distinguishing between information and opinion, and relating messages to one’s experiences;
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(e) recognizesthe obvious, butincompletely contrasts and seldom compares enjoyable listening experiences;

(f) is beginning to understand communication impacts, and selects limited modifications to speaking and
listening behaviors; and

(g) haslimited understanding of the importance of communication in our democratic society within a culturally
diverse world.

10.54.3695 ADVANCED SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUA-
TION (1) A graduating student at the advanced level of speaking and listening demonstrates superior performance.
He/she:

(a) displays extensive understanding of speaking and listening asimportant processes used to create meaning
and influence thought and decision-making;

(b) effectively distinguishes and chooses among appropriate types of speaking and listening used by self and
others for a variety of audiences, purposes, and situations;

(c) effectively applies speaking skills and strategies, creating a well-organized and thoroughly developed
message using appropriate verbal and nonverbal language;

(d) effectively applies arange oflistening skills and strategies (e.g., monitoring understanding, recognizing and
analyzing logical and emotional appeals, making personal associations with the message);

(e) thoroughly and effectively interprets appreciative listening experiences by analyzing and evaluating
characteristics of the presentation;

(H thoroughly analyzes and evaluates the impact of presentations on self and others, using feedback to adjust
speaking and listening behaviors; and

(g) consistently demonstrates sensitivity to the legal and ethical issues associated with communication.

10.54.3696 PROFICIENT SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUA-
TION (1) A graduating student at the proficient speaking and listening level demonstrates solid academic
performance. He/she:

(a) displays understanding of speaking and listening as important processes that create meaning and
influence thought and decision-making;

(b) makes reasonable distinctions and chooses among appropriate types of speaking and listening used by
self and others for a variety of audiences, purposes, and situations;

(c) applies a range of speaking skills and strategies, creating an organized and completely developed
message using appropriate verbal and nonverbal language;

(d) appliesarange of listening skills and strategies (e.g., monitoring understanding, recognizing and analyzing
logical and emotional appeals, making personal associations with the message);

(e) often interprets appreciative listening experiences by analyzing and evaluating characteristics of the
presentation;

(H almost always identifies, analyzes, and evaluates the impact of presentations on self and others, using
feedback to adjust speaking and listening behaviors; and

(g) consistently demonstrates sensitivity to the legal and ethical issues associated with communication.

10.54.3697 NEARING PROFICIENCY SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON
GRADUATION (1) Agraduating studentatthe nearing proficiency level in speaking and listening demonstrates partial
mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient speaking and listening. He/she:

(a) oftenrecognizes speaking and listening asimportant processes that create meaning and influence thought
and decision-making;

(b) sometimes distinguishes among appropriate types of speaking and listening used by self and others, but
needs assistance to choose appropriate type for audiences, purposes, and situations;

(c) sometimes applies a range of speaking skills and strategies, and creates, with assistance, an organized
message using appropriate verbal and nonverbal language;

(d) sometimes applies a range of listening skills and strategies (e.g., monitoring understanding, recognizing
and analyzing logical and emotional appeals, making personal associations with the message);

(e) describes appreciative listening experiences with minimal analysis and evaluation of the presentation;

(H sometimes identifies and analyzes the impact of presentations on self and others, but needs assistance
to use feedback to adjust speaking and listening behaviors; and

(g) demonstrates limited sensitivity to the legal and ethical issues associated with communication.
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10.54.3698 NOVICE SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION
(1) A graduating student at the novice level in speaking and listening is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge
and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in speaking and listening. He/she:

(&) sometimes recognizes speaking and listening as important processes that create meaning and influence
thought and decision-making;

(b) seldom distinguishes among appropriate types of speaking and listening for a limited range of audiences,
purposes, and situations;

(c) applies a limited range of speaking skills and strategies, but has difficulty, even with assistance, creating
an organized message using appropriate verbal and nonverbal language;

(d) applies a limited range of listening skills and strategies (e.g., monitoring understanding, recognizing and
analyzing logical and emotional appeals, making personal associations with the message);

(e) begins to describe appreciative listening experiences by analyzing, with assistance, the presentation;

(H identifies and analyzes, with assistance, the impact of presentations on self and others, but seldom uses
feedback to adjust speaking and listening behaviors; and

(g) begins to demonstrate some sensitivity to the legal and ethical issues associated with communication.

Sub-Chapter 37 Reserved

Media Literacy Content and Performance Standards

We have long understood the importance of literacy to becoming productive citizens in a democratic society. In
our world of powerful images, sounds and words, students must be media literate. Studies show that students view
an average of 3,000 or more hours of television prior to graduation from high school than they spend in class. Media
literacy is the tool students need to access, analyze, evaluate and produce communication in a variety of forms.
Students need to understand the ways words, images and sounds influence the way meanings are created and
shared in our contemporary global society.

10.54.3801 through 10.54.3809 reserved

10.54.3810 MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of media literacy
content standard 1, a student must recognize that media messages are constructed using specific techniques which
manipulate sound, image, text, and movement to convey meaning.

10.54.3811 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to recognize that
media messages are constructed for specific purposes (e.g., entertain, persuade, inform).

10.54.3812 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to analyze how
media content is influenced by media form.

10.54.3813 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for media literacy content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability to evaluate and compare
how media forms, content, and products are constructed for specific audiences.

10.54.3814 through 10.54.3819 reserved

10.54.3820 MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of media literacy
content standard 2, a student must distinguish among and use appropriate types of media for a variety of purposes.

10.54.3821 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) recognize and use various media for information, entertainment, and persuasion; and

(b) identify the way media have changed through history.
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10.54.3822 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) select and apply appropriate media to a task or topic; and

(b) compare the historical and cultural differences in media.

10.54.3823 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for media literacy content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) analyze the appropriateness of various media to specific purposes and audiences and predict outcomes;
and

(b) analyze and evaluate the ways in which one form of mediainfluences other forms and responds to the social
and political climate of the times.

10.54.3824 through 10.54.3829 reserved

10.54.3830 MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of media literacy
content standard 3, a student must apply knowledge, skills, and strategies to design and create media messages.

10.54.3831 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) create age appropriate media messages (e.g., skits, videos, advertisements); and

(b) identify strengths and weaknesses of personal media messages.

10.54.3832 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) design or create media messages that integrate images, music, sound effects, graphics, etc.; and

(b) analyze and evaluate strengths and weaknesses of personal media messages.

10.54.3833 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for media literacy content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) design, create, and display media messages in a variety of forms, targeting different audiences and
purposes; and

(b) evaluate the technical and aesthetic appeal of personal media messages, modifying the message
appropriately.

10.54.3834 through 10.54.3839 reserved

10.54.3840 MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of media literacy
content standard 4, a student must identify, analyze, and evaluate the impacts of media on individuals and societies.

10.54.3841 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) recognize that rules and laws exist to govern the use of all media and respond appropriately;

(b) identify fact, fiction, and opinion in various media messages; and

(c) recognize that all media influence individuals and society.

10.54.3842 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1)
The benchmark for media literacy content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) analyze the individual and social consequences of unethical use of media;

(b) analyze point of view and embedded values in media messages; and

(c) illustrate how media influence the way meanings and perception of reality are created and shared.

10.54.3843 BENCHMARK FOR MEDIA LITERACY CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for media literacy content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) assume personal accountability for responsible media use (e.g., adherence to copyright laws, proper
attention to citations);

(b) evaluate the origin, authority, accuracy, bias and distortion of information, and ideas in media; and
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(c) analyze media’s influence on governmental, social, and cultural norms and the impact on democratic
processes.

10.54.3844 through 10.54.3886 reserved

10.54.3887 ADVANCED MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF GRADE 4
(1) A fourth-grade student at the advanced level of media literacy demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) consistently recognizes that media messages are constructed;

(b) effectively creates compelling media messages and completes detailed evaluation of strengths and
weaknesses;

(c) displays extensive understanding of the use of media for a variety of purposes and the ways media have
changed; and

(d) identifies and clearly describes media’s influences and rules, and easily distinguishes among fact, fiction,
and opinion.

10.54.3888 PROFICIENT MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF GRADE 4
(1) Afourth-grade student at the proficient level of media literacy demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(&) recognizes that media messages are constructed,;

(b) creates appropriate media messages and evaluates them for strengths and weaknesses;

(c) consistently recognizes and uses media for a variety of purposes and identifies the ways media have
changed; and

(d) identifies media’s influence and rules, and distinguishes among fact, fiction, and opinion.

10.54.3889 NEARING PROFICIENCY MEDIALITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF
GRADE 4 (1) Afourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of media literacy demonstrates partial mastery
of prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in media literacy. He/she:

(a) often recognizes that media messages are constructed;

(b) creates, with assistance, appropriate media messages, and identifies some strengths and weaknesses;

(c) sometimes recognizes and uses media for a variety of purposes, and identifies some ways media have
changed; and

(d) recognizes media’sinfluence and rules and, with assistance, distinguishes among fact, fiction, and opinion
at a limited level.

10.54.3890 NOVICE MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF GRADE 4 (1)
A fourth-grade student at the novice level of media literacy is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills
fundamental at each benchmark in media literacy. He/she:

(&) recognizes, with assistance, that media messages are constructed,;

(b) has difficulty constructing appropriate media messages and rarely identifies strengths and weaknesses;

(c) recognizes, but seldom uses media for a variety of purposes and has difficulty identifying the ways media
have changed; and

(d) incompletely recognizes media’s influence and rules, and seldom distinguishes among fact, fiction, and
opinion.

10.54.3891 ADVANCED MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF GRADE 8
(1) An eighth-grade student at the advanced level of media literacy demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) independently and effectively analyzes how media content is influenced by media form;

(b) flexibly applies appropriate skills and strategies to effectively produce, analyze, and evaluate well-
developed media messages;

(c) displays extensive understanding of the historical and cultural differences in media and consistently selects
appropriate media for a task or topic; and

(d) displays a highly developed understanding of the points of view, consequences, and influences of media.

10.54.3892 PROFICIENT MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF GRADE 8
(1) An eighth-grade student at the proficient level of media literacy demonstrates solid academic performance. He/
she:

(a) analyzes how media content is influenced by media form;

(b) applies appropriate skills and strategies to effectively produce, analyze, and evaluate media messages;
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(c) compares historical and cultural differences in media and selects appropriate media for a task or topic; and
(d) displays a complete understanding of the points of view, consequences, and influences of media.

10.54.3893 NEARING PROFICIENCY MEDIALITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF
GRADE 8 (1) An eighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of media literacy demonstrates partial mastery
of prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in media literacy. He/she:

(a) recognizes, but incompletely analyzes how media content is influenced by media form;

(b) sometimes applies appropriate skills and strategies to produce media messages;

(c) describes historical and cultural differences in media, and sometimes selects appropriate media for a task
or topic; and

(d) shows a limited understanding of the points of view, consequences, and influences of media.

10.54.3894 NOVICE MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE END OF GRADE 8 (1)
An eighth-grade student at the novice level of medialiteracy is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills
fundamental at each benchmark in media literacy. He/she:

(a) recognizes how media content is influenced by media form;

(b) applies, with assistance, a limited range of skills and strategies to produce media messages;

(c) describes, with assistance, historical and cultural differences in media but has difficulty selecting
appropriate media for a task or topic; and

(d) lacks coherent understanding of the points of view, consequences, and influences of media.

10.54.3895 ADVANCED MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A
graduating student at the advanced level of media literacy demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(&) thoroughly and independently evaluates and compares how different media messages are constructed;

(b) displays originality and ease in creating, critically evaluating, and eagerly modifying the technical and
aesthetic aspects of media messages for different audiences and purposes;

(c) analyzes and evaluates the appropriateness and influences of media at a complex level; and

(d) is consistently accountable in the ethical use of media, and thoroughly and thoughtfully analyzes and
evaluates media’s content, influences, and impact.

10.54.3896 PROFICIENT MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A
graduating student at the proficient level of media literacy demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) evaluates and compares how different media messages are constructed;

(b) creates, evaluates, and modifies the technical and aesthetic aspects of media messages for different
audiences and purposes;

(c) effectively analyzes and evaluates the appropriateness and influences of various media; and

(d) is accountable in the ethical use of media, and erratically compares and evaluates media’s content,
influences, and impact.

10.54.3897 NEARING PROFICIENCY MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADU-
ATION (1) A graduating student at the nearing proficiency level of media literacy demonstrates partial mastery of
prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in media literacy. He/she:

(&) sometimes evaluates and compares how different media messages are constructed,;

(b) creates, but seldom evaluates or modifies the technical and aesthetic aspects of media messages for
different audiences and purposes;

(c) incompletely analyzes and evaluates the appropriateness and influences of various media; and

(d) is sometimes accountable in the ethical use of media, and sometimes evaluates media’s content,
influences, and impact.

10.54.3898 NOVICE MEDIA LITERACY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UPON GRADUATION (1) A
graduating student at the novice level of media literacy is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills
fundamental at each benchmark in media literacy. He/she:

(&) shows limited ability to compare how different media messages are constructed,;

(b) sometimes constructs, but rarely evaluates or modifies the technical and aesthetic aspects of media
messages for different audiences and purposes;

(c) is beginning to analyze and evaluate the appropriateness and influences of media; and
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(d) isinconsistently accountable inthe ethical use of media, and seldom evaluates media’s content, influences,
and impact.

Sub-Chapter 39 Reserved

Mathematics Content and Performance Standards

Mathematics is intended to give students an ability to solve problems, to communicate their ideas and strategies,
and to apply their skills in other disciplines. Students are expected to understand and investigate mathematical
concepts, to use mathematics in real-world situations, and to select and use appropriate technology to model and study
mathematical processes.

Students will use mathematical methods to learn about six strands: Quantity (number), Algebraic Representation,
Shape (geometry), Measurement, Chance and the Use of Data, and Mathematical Patterns. In every strand, it is
important for all students to have a conceptual framework, a knowledge of procedures, a sense of reasonable results,
and a confidence to apply their skills.

10.54.4001 through 10.54.4009 reserved

10.54.4010 MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 1 (1) To satisfy the requirements of mathematics content
standard 1, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she engages in the mathematical processes of problem
solving and reasoning, estimation, communication, connections and applications, and uses appropriate technology.

10.54.4011 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR THE END OF GRADE 4 (1)
The benchmark for mathematics content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) solve problems from many contexts using a variety of strategies (e.g., estimate, make a table, look for a
pattern, simplify the problem) and explain the methods for solving these problems;

(b) apply estimation strategies throughout the problem-solving process;

(c) communicate mathematical ideas in a variety of ways (e.g., written, verbal, concrete, pictorial, graphical,
algebraic);

(d) recognize and investigate the relevance and usefulness of mathematics through applications, both in and
out of school; and

(e) select and use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical understanding. Appropriate technology
may include, but is not limited to, paper and pencil, calculator, and computer.

10.54.4012 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 1 FOR THE END OF GRADE 8 (1)
The benchmark for mathematics content standard 1 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(@) formulate and solve multi-step and nonroutine problems using a variety of strategies and generalize
methods to new problem situations;

(b) select and apply appropriate estimation strategies throughout the problem-solving process;

(c) interpret and communicate mathematical ideas and logical arguments using correct mathematical terms
and notations;

(d) recognize and investigate the relevance and usefulness of mathematics through applications, both in and
out of school; and

(e) selectand use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical understanding. Appropriate technology
may include, but is not limited to, paper and pencil, calculator, computer, and data collection devices.

10.54.4013 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 1 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 1 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) recognize and formulate problems from situations within and outside mathematics and apply solution
strategies to those problems;

(b) select, apply, and evaluate appropriate estimation strategies throughout the problem-solving process;

(c) formulate definitions, make and justify inferences, express generalizations, and communicate mathemati-
cal ideas and relationships;

(d) apply and translate among different representations of the same problem situation or of the same
mathematical concept;

Rev. 6/01 Content and Performance Standards Chapter 54-39



(e) model connections between problem situations that arise in disciplines other than mathematics; and
(H select and use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical understanding. Appropriate technology
may include, but is not limited to, paper and pencil, calculator, computer, and data collection devices.

10.54.4014 through 10.54.4019 reserved

10.54.4020 MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 2 (1) To satisfy the requirements of mathematics content
standard 2, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she has an understanding of and an ability to use numbers
and operations.

10.54.4021 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) exhibit connections between the concrete and symbolic representation of a problem or concept;

(b) use the number system by counting, grouping, and applying place value concepts;

(c) model, explain, and use basic facts, the operations of addition and subtraction of whole numbers, and
mental mathematics;

(d) model and explain multiplication and division of whole numbers; and

(e) model and explain part/whole relationships in everyday situations.

10.54.4022 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 2 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 2 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) use the four basic operations with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers;

(b) use mental mathematics and number sense in using order of operations and order relations for whole
numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers;

(c) use the relationships and applications of ratio, proportion, percent, and scientific notation; and

(d) developand apply numbertheory concepts (e.g., primes, factors, multiples) in real-world and mathematical
problem situations.

10.54.4023 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 2 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 2 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(& use and understand the real number system, its operations, notations, and the various subsystems; and

(b) use definitions and basic operations of the complex humber system.

10.54.4024 through 10.54.4029 reserved

10.54.4030 MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 3 (1) To satisfy the requirements of mathematics content
standard 3, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she uses algebraic concepts, processes, and language to
model and solve a variety of real-world and mathematical problems.

10.54.4031 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(&) use symbols (e.g., boxes or letters) to represent numbers in simple situations;

(b) explore the use of variables and open sentences to express relationships (e.g., missing addend); and

(c) use inverse operations and other strategies to solve number sentences.

10.54.4032 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 3 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 3 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) understand the concepts of variable, expression, and equation;

(b) represent situations and number patterns using tables, graphs, verbal rules, equations, and models;

(c) recognize and use the general properties of operations (e.g., the distributive property);

(d) solve linear equations using concrete, numerical, and algebraic methods; and

(e) investigate inequalities and nonlinear relationships informally.

10.54.4033 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 3 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 3 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) use algebra to represent patterns of change;

(b) use basic operations with algebraic expressions;
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(c) solve algebraic equations and inequalities: linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, and power;
(d) solve systems of algebraic equations and inequalities, including use of matrices; and
(e) use algebraic models to solve mathematical and real-world problems.

10.54.4034 through 10.54.4039 reserved

10.54.4040 MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 4 (1) To satisfy the requirements of mathematics content
standard 4, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she has an understanding of shape and an ability to use
geometry.

10.54.4041 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) describe, model, and classify two and three-dimensional shapes;

(b) investigate and predict results of combining, subdividing, and changing shapes; and

(c) identify lines of symmetry, congruent and similar shapes, and positional relationships.

10.54.4042 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 4 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 4 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) identify, describe, construct, and compare plane and solid geometric figures;

(b) understand and apply geometric properties and relationships (e.g., the Pythagorean theorem);

(c) represent geometric figures on a coordinate grid;

(d) explore properties and transformations of geometric figures; and

(e) use geometry as a means of describing the physical world.

10.54.4043 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 4 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 4 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(a) construct, interpret, and draw three-dimensional objects;

(b) classify figures in terms of congruence and similarity and apply these relationships;

(c) translate between synthetic and coordinate representations;

(d) deduce properties of figures using transformations, coordinates, and vectors in problem solving; and

(e) apply trigonometric ratios (sine, cosine, and tangent) to problem situations involving triangles.

10.54.4044 through 10.54.4049 reserved

10.54.4050 MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD5 (1) To satisfy the requirements of mathematics content
standard 5, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she has an understanding of measurable attributes and
an ability to use measurement processes.

10.54.4051 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(a) estimate, measure, and investigate length, capacity, weight, mass, area, volume, time, and temperature;

(b) develop the process of measuring and concepts related to units of measurement, including standard units
(English and metric) and nonstandard units;

(c) apply measurement skills to everyday situations; and

(d) select and use appropriate tools and techniques.

10.54.4052 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 5 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 5 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(a) estimate, make, and use measurements to describe, compare, and/or contrast objects in real-world
situations;

(b) selectand use appropriate units and tools to measure to a level of accuracy required in a particular setting;

(c) apply the concepts of perimeter, area, volume and capacity, weight and mass, angle measure, time, and
temperature;

(d) demonstrate understanding of the structure and use of systems of measurement, including English and
metric;

(e) use the concepts of rates and other derived and indirect measurements; and

( demonstrate relationships between formulas and procedures for determining area and volume.
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10.54.4053 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 5 UPON GRADUATION (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 5 for a student upon graduation is the ability to:

(&) apply concepts of indirect measurements (e.g., using similar triangles to calculate a distance);

(b) use dimensional analysis to check reasonableness of procedures;

(c) investigate systems of derived measures (e.g., km/sec, g/cm3); and

(d) apply the appropriate concepts of estimates in measurement, error in measurement, tolerance, and
precision.

10.54.4054 through 10.54.4059 reserved

10.54.4060 MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 6 (1) To satisfy the requirements of mathematics content
standard 6, a student must be able to demonstrate that he/she has an understanding of and an ability to use data
analysis, probability, and statistics.

10.54.4061 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 6 FOR END OF GRADE 4 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 6 for a student at the end of grade 4 is the ability to:

(8 collect, organize, and display data;

(b) construct, read, and interpret displays of data, including graphs;

(c) formulate and solve problems that involve collecting and analyzing data; and

(d) demonstrate basic concepts of chance (e.g., equally likely events, simple probabilities).

10.54.4062 BENCHMARK FOR MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARD 6 FOR END OF GRADE 8 (1) The
benchmark for mathematics content standard 6 for a student at the end of grade 8 is the ability to:

(&) systematically collect, organize, and describe d